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A. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

1. INTRODUCTION
Located within the inner ring suburbs of 
Detroit, Dearborn Heights (formally known 
as Dearborn Township), was incorporated in 
1963.  The city primarily developed during the 
post-World War II era as a residential area, 
and currently functions mainly as a “bedroom 
community”.  Located in west-central Wayne 
County, Dearborn Heights is bordered by the 
cities of Detroit; Dearborn; Allen Park; Westland; 
Taylor; Garden City; Inkster; and by Redford 
Charter Township.  The City encompasses an 
11.8 square mile area with a population of 57,774 
recorded in the 2010 Census. 
 
Dearborn Heights continues to encourage a 
strong feeling of community by concentrating 
on neighborhood and family-oriented 
recreation programs, as it has a high per capita 
ratio of park land.  The Canfi eld Community 
Center, the Young Recreation Center, two senior 
centers and its dispersion of supermarkets, 
businesses, banks, restaurants, and theaters, 
means that residents have convenient access to 
activities and services. 

Residents of Dearborn Heights enjoy a diverse 
range of parks and recreation facilities, provided 
by the city, Wayne County, fi ve school districts, 
and numerous private businesses.  In order to 
maintain and improve the quality of life for its 
residents, the city must take an active role in 
the delivery of recreation opportunities. 

 Before any recreation plan is adopted and 
enacted, it is fi rst important to understand 
the needs of the community and its residents, 
what recreational opportunities already exist 
and what future projects and programs are 
relevant to the residents of the Community. 
This is based on the age, ability, population, 
density and the availability of other recreational 
opportunities in the surrounding communities. 
This input is a critical component of this plan 
and the community has united to develop a 
recreation plan to enhance the quality of life for 
everyone in the community.

The foundation for the development of the City 
of Dearborn Heights Parks and Recreation Plan 
was based on the following goals:
 ▪ Involve the community in the process to develop 

a Five Year Recreation Master Plan,
 ▪ Inventory and map existing City of Dearborn 

Heights recreational facilities,
 ▪ Build a strong foundation of City of Dearborn 

Heights stakeholders in addressing the future
 ▪ recreational needs and priorities of the 

community based on fi nancial feasibility,
 ▪ Enable City of Dearborn Heights to be eligible for 

fi nancial assistance based upon the Recreation
 ▪ Plan,
 ▪ Facilitate interagency collaboration in 

establishing recreation goals, objectives, and
 ▪ actions,
 ▪ Continue to support and implement 

improvements for barrier–free, Universal Access 
to

 ▪ City of Dearborn Heights parks,
 ▪ Consistency with and expansion upon goals and 

objectives set forth in existing planning

The newly revised Recreation Plan is 
intended use is to guide City of Dearborn 
Heights  offi cials on all future recreational 
and parks projects within the City as an 
advisory document.  It is a starting point for 
engineering studies, cost analysis, and to help 
engage public involvement to determine 
fi nancial feasibility (taxpayer capacity) of 
projects.  Specifi cally, this plan is developed in 
accordance with the guidelines for Community 
Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway 
Plans published by the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources (MDNR). A fi ve-year, 
MDNR-approved Recreation Plan is necessary 
for the government entities to pursue MDNR-
administered grants. This plan is written for 
the City of Dearborn Heights, and it covers all 
aspects of park facilities and recreation within 
the community.
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2. SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Population 
The population of City of Dearborn Heights is estimated to increase by 165 persons between 2010 and 2020, or 
0.03%.  A positive increase in numbers, given the economic conditions from 2007 to early 2010. The County as 
a whole has a -4.5% decrease over the same period. 

TABLE 2-1 CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS POPULATION, 2010-2020

2010 2020
% Change
2000-2016

Projection
2045

City of Dearborn  Heights 57,774 57,939 0.03% 62,542

Wayne County 1,820,650 1,745,279 -4.5%% 1,844,061

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2015-2109 Estimates

Median Age
While the overall population is the most important consideration, there are other characteristics to consider 
when planning for a community’s recreation.  The age distribution of a community infl uences the types of 
facilities and programs needed.  Table 2-2 shows that the City’s projected median age (36.9) is lower than the 
County average. This would indicate that the City has an younger age base than the rest of the county due 
to a higher percentage of persons in the 44 and under age groups.  Of course, the City should not ignore the 
other age groups since they still comprise a large proportion of the overall population. 

TABLE 2-2 MEDIAN AGE IN CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS 2000-2019

2000 2019*

City of Dearborn  Heights 38.3 36.9 

Wayne County 37.3 37.9 

Michigan 33.5 32.8 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2015-2109 Estimates

Household Size
The size of families in the City follows the Wayne County and Michigan in the trend for smaller households 
between 2000 - 2020. The general trend toward smaller family size may be due to many factors including 
end of the baby boomer generation, divorce, widowed older persons and young people waiting longer to get 
married. 

TABLE 2-3 AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE IN CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS, 2000-2016

2010 2020 % Change 2000-2016

City of Dearborn  Heights 2.57 2.55 -0.07% 

Wayne County 2.56 2.48 -3.2% 

Michigan 2.49 2.18 -12.5% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2015-2109 Estimates
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Income, Poverty and Employment
Year-around City households had a median income of $49,750 in 2019 estimates. This compares with $47,301 
for Wayne County and $49,576 for the State of Michigan.  This would place the City of Dearborn Heights in the 
middle ranking category of median income for communities across Michigan. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2015-2109 Estimates

Physically Challenged
The disability status of a population may be especially signifi cant when considering recreational needs for a 
community. With 15.7% of the total the City population affected by some form of disability, these individuals 
may have diffi culty participating in recreational programs, accessing facilities or even getting to designated 
public areas. Understanding the disability status of the City’s population may assist decision-makers in 
determining adequate programs and appropriate locations for recreational activities. With the passage of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), all areas of public service and accommodation became subject 
to barrier-free requirements, including parks and recreation facilities and programs.

DISABILITY CHARACTERISTICS CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS

Total With a Disability % With a Disability

Estimate Margin of Error Estimate Margin of Error Estimate Margin of Error

Total civilian 
Noninstitutionalized population

55,444 ±104 8,706 ±584 15.7% ±1.1

SEX

Male 27,212 ±495 3,897 ±443 14.3% ±1.6

Female 28,232 ±509 4,809 ±419 17.0% ±1.4

RACE AND HISPANIC OR LATINO ORIGIN

White alone 47,922 ±887 7,984 ±542 16.7% ±1.1

Black or African American alone 4,231 ±804 515 ±153 12.2% ±4.2

American Indian and Alaska 
Native alone

182 ±173 11 ±16 6.0% ±12.0

Asian alone 935 ±282 45 ±49 4.8% ±4.9

Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacifi c Islander alone

91 ±123 0 ±24 0.0% ±23.7

Some other race alone 715 ±307 14 ±17 2.0% ±2.6

Two or more races 1,368 ±342 137 ±82 10.0% ±5.0

White alone, not Hispanic or 
Latino

46,374 ±948 7,806 ±560 16.8% ±1.2

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 2,487 ±484 192 ±111 7.7% ±4.3

AGE

Under 5 years 3,783 ±447 63 ±78 1.7% ±2.0

5 to 17 years 9,875 ±517 463 ±152 4.7% ±1.6

18 to 34 years 12,627 ±571 1,214 ±257 9.6% ±1.9

35 to 64 years 20,502 ±677 3,540 ±387 17.3% ±1.8

65 to 74 years 4,316 ±386 1,219 ±256 28.2% ±5.3

75 years and over 4,341 ±360 2,207 ±298 50.8% ±5.2

DISABILITY TYPE

With a hearing diffi culty (X) (X) 2,588 ±381 4.7% ±0.7

With a vision diffi culty (X) (X) 1,850 ±364 3.3% ±0.7

With a cognitive diffi culty (X) (X) 3,325 ±415 6.4% ±0.8

With an ambulatory diffi culty (X) (X) 4,610 ±487 8.9% ±0.9

With a self-care diffi culty (X) (X) 1,772 ±266 3.4% ±0.5

With an independent living 
diffi culty

(X) (X) 3,025 ±360 7.2% ±0.8
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3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The following is a description of the physical characteristics of the City of Dearborn Heights.  This information 
is important in understanding the potential for the type and extent of park and recreation improvements and 
changes in the future. 

Land Use 
Dearborn Heights is predominantly a residential community with low amounts of open space, woodland and 
wetland areas.  There is limited offi ce and commercial, which is primarily located on Michigan Avenue, within 
the unique strip of land located in the center of the city borders.  Map One identifi es the land uses currently 
found in the city.  As noted above, the predominant land uses are single family residential, which accounts for 
50%.  Transportation, communication and utility account for the second largest land use at 25%, while parks, 
recreation and open space comprise approximately 12%. 

Natural Features 
The city is a fully developed urban area with minimal woodlands and identifi ed wetlands, located along the 
Lower River Rouge branch and the Middle River Rouge branch.  There are no lakes in the city and according 
to SEMCOG; the city contains only 1,989 acres of open space (grassland, agricultural fi elds or turf grass).  The 
City of Dearborn Heights lies between two branches of the Rouge River.  The northern portions of the river 
forms the major water body on the north-east side of the city and continues to run through the adjacent cities 
of Dearborn, Melvindale, and River Rouge to its eventual deposit at the Detroit River.  The lower branch runs 
through the middle section of the city through Beech Daly and Gully Roads.  The Ecorse Creek is located in 
the southern portion of the city running east-west through Telegraph and Beech Daly Roads. 
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Transportation 
The City of Dearborn Heights is located within a fi fteen minute drive of Detroit Wayne County Metropolitan 
Airport and has easy access to the I-94 and I-96 freeways.  The major east-west routes include Michigan 
Avenue (M-12) and Ford Road (M-153) and the major north-south route is Telegraph Road (M-24).  Interstate 94 
has interchanges at Inkster and Telegraph Road, which provide access via the southwest section of the city.  
One short rail line runs through the central portion of the city operated by Conrail. 

The city is supported by the Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART) which provides 
service to Telegraph, Warren, and Ford Roads.  Many of the stops are planned around the community 
centers, hospitals and schools.  The closest terminal is the Wayne Terminal, located in Inkster, at the corner of 
Middlebelt Road and Michigan Avenue. 
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B. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

This section describes how recreational activities and resources are administered within the City of Dearborn 
Heights and how the Recreation Master Plan was developed.  The commissions and city staff positions are 
outlined to describe their function and interrelationship in the recreation management of the city.  Also, 
included are the revenue and expenditure trends for the city. 

City of Dearborn Heights Organizational Chart

Mayor City Council

Planning Commission

Community & 
Economic Dept.

Parks & Recreation 
Dept.

Dept. of Public Works

Building & 
Maintenance 

Superintendent

Maintenance 
Personnel

DirectorCommission 
on Aging

Parks & Recreation 
Commission

Program 
Personnel

Part Time

Recreation 
Coordinator
Richard A. Young
Recreation Center

Clerk Typist
(1)

Senior Citizen 
Coordinator 

Brewyn Center
Part Time

Senior Citizen 
Coordinator 

Elton Center
Part Time

Program 
Volunteers

Receptionist 
(1)

Custodial
Part Time

Clerical Staff
Part Time

Sports 
Supervisor 

Part Time

Sports 
Personnel

Part Time

Staff
Part Time

Volunteers
Part Time

Staff 
Part Time
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Recreation Department Staff
Daily operations of the Parks and Recreation 
Department are the responsibility of the Parks 
and Recreation Director.  The Director is in 
charge of a full-time and part-time staff of 
approximately sixteen employees, who monitor 
or maintain a segment of the parks and 
recreation system.  The department’s structure 
is identifi ed in Figure Nine on the following 
page. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Director is a full-
time position under the general supervision 
of the Mayor and City Council.  The Director 
is responsible for assessing, developing, 
implementing and coordinating all aspects of 
the community-wide recreation program.  This 
includes budgeting, program development, 
public relations, promotion, facility and 
equipment needs and staff management.  
The Director also works closely with many 
outside departments, organizations and 
volunteer groups to encourage a wide variety of 
recreational opportunities for the city.  The 
Director supervises the following positions: 
 ▪ Deputy Director 
 ▪ Recreation Coordinator 
 ▪ Senior Center Coordinator 
 ▪ Clerk Typist 
 ▪ Program Personnel
 ▪ Sports Supervisor 
 ▪ Sports Personnel 
 ▪ Clerical Staff 
 ▪ Senior Staff 
 ▪ Custodian

Recreation Commission
The Recreation Commission serves in an 
advisory capacity to the department to 
facilitate development of recreation policies, 
facilities, programs, and services.  The 
Commission meets on the fi rst Monday of each 
month and is comprised of seven Dearborn 
Heights residents. 
 
Planning Commission
The Planning Commission plays a limited role 
in recreation planning and development.  The 
Commission is the avenue for the city to rezone 
property for recreation purposes and the 
Planning Commission reviews site plans 
for new recreation facilities or signifi cant 
improvements to existing facilities.  The 
Commission meets on the second Thursday of 
each month and is comprised of nine Dearborn 
Heights residents.  

Department of Public Works
Parks and Recreation facilities are maintained 
by the Department of Public Works (DPW), 
Building and Maintenance Division.  The Parks 
and Recreation Department works with the 
DPW to coordinate manpower and materials 
and to respond to the seasonal staffi ng needs 
of the Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
Funding History
The Parks and Recreation Department 
currently utilizes TIFA (Tax Increment 
Financing Authority) funding available for 
improvements and renovations at Daly Park; 
CDBG (Community Development Block 
Grant) funding; Natural Resource Trust Fund 
(MDNR) and by general fund support from 
the city.  Previously from the MDNR, the 
city has received close to $1.5 million dollars 
for upgrades to park facilities and new 
construction projects at Parkland, Canfi eld Ice 
Center, Swapka Park, Eton Center and Canfi eld 
Community Center. 
 
Role of Volunteers
Volunteers have proved to be extremely 
crucial for the success of the recreational 
programs of the city.  Organized groups 
such as the District 7 Dad’s Club assist with 
different sports programs throughout the 
District 7 community such as football, baseball, 
basketball and cheerleading.  This group 
provides coaches, referees and offi cials, and 
provides minor maintenance to facilities and 
oversight of program operations.  Other groups 
in the Dearborn Heights community are the 
Dearborn Heights Raiders Jr. Football program; 
Dearborn Heights Redskins Jr. Football; North 
Dearborn Heights Baseball League; Southwest 
Dearborn Heights Little League; and Dearborn 
Heights Soccer.  All individuals affi liated with 
these groups serve as volunteers and work in 
conjunction with support from the Dearborn 
Heights Parks and Recreation department. 
 
School Districts
The Parks and Recreation Department 
coordinates with the various school districts 
(Crestwood, Dearborn Heights District 7, 
Dearborn and Westwood) that serve the 
residents of Dearborn Heights to effectively 
use existing facilities and avoid duplication of 
programs and services.  When public school 
facilities are not being used for school activities, 
the schools give fi rst consideration to the city 
Parks and Recreation Department. 



8

CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS
Recreation Master Plan

Recreation - Annual Budget
Budget information for the Parks and Recreation Department was collected for the current and past three 
fi scal years.  The Recreation Department and Young Recreation Center are the two main sources of monies 
utilized for the budget.  For the 2013-2014 fi scal year, the Parks and Recreation Department and the Young 
Recreation Center have proposed a $970,249 budget. 

*Adopted Budget

The operating budget for the Parks and Recreation Department is annually adopted by the City Council 
through the general fund for its fi scal year, which runs from July 1st to June 31st, even though user fees are 
charged and the city subsidizes these facilities, including costs for major repairs and equipment.  Dearborn 
Heights also actively explores alternative fi nancing for additional capital improvements through grant 
programs and private donations.

BUDGET CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS

2018 - 2019 2019 - 2020 2020 - 2021 2021 - 2022*

RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Personnel
(Salaries, part-time, 
overtime, benefi ts) 

$545,162.00 $493,334.00 $401,118.00 $411,438.00 

Supplies $22,595.00 $11,200.00 $19,945.00 $16,730.00 

Services $9,903.00 $7,409.00 $10,052.00 $8,780.00 

Programming $81,228.00 $77,233.00 $45,247.00 $54,878.00 

SpiritFest $33,016.00 $38,282.00 $38,995.00 $43,928.00 

Capital Outlay $0 $0 $0 $9,200.00 

Misc. 
(Utilities, dues, 
mileage, fuel, repairs & 
maintenance, training

$145,426.00 $120,380.00 $107,117.00 $128,417.00 

Rec.  Department  Total $837,330.00 $747,838.00 $622,474.00 $673,371.00 

YOUNG RECREATUION CENTER

Personnel
(Salaries, part-time, 
overtime, benefi ts) 

$239,536.00 $193,938.00 $165,861.00 $195,166.00 

Supplies $9,261.00 $3,892.00 $6,084.00 $8,481.00 

Services $8,117.00 $9,559.00 $8,031.00 $10,140.00 

Programming $6,842.00 $12,147.00 $7,585.00 $15,596.00 

Capital Outlay $0 $0 $4,750.00 $4,500.00 

Misc. 
(Utilities, dues, 
mileage, fuel, repairs & 
maintenance, training

$61,184.00 $55,053.00 $58,792.00 $62,995.00 

Young Rec. Center Total $324,940.00 $274,589.00 $251,103.00 $296,878.00 

Total Budget  $1,162,270.00 $1,022,427.00 $873,577.00 $970,249.00 
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C. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING 
PROCESS

The City’s Parks and Recreation Department 
and Recreation Commission directed the 
update of the Recreation Master Plan.  The 
participatory process resulted in a plan that 
refl ects the needs and ideas of those who make 
use of the city’s parks and recreation facilities. 

Community recreational facilities cannot 
be effectively provided without some basis 
from which the type, quantity, location, 
need, and priority for that facility has been 
determined.  Several methods for determining 
a community’s recreation needs and priorities 
have been identifi ed.  These include observed 
use levels for existing facilities, comparisons 
of recreational facilities between similar 
communities, unique opportunities for certain 
types of facilities, guidelines or standards based 
on quantity per population, and projected 
population growth, to identify a few methods.

Existing recreation opportunities can be 
compared to recreation standards to determine 
defi ciencies. However, great care must be taken 
to apply common sense and knowledge of 
the community. These standards will be used 
only in conjunction with other methods to 
determine recreation defi ciencies and priorities. 

It is highly recommended that additional effort 
be put forth to solicit comments from residents 
in close vicinity to or who may be negatively 
impacted by future projects. Public review and 
comment was done when this plan was in its 
draft stage. The planning process is discussed 
below. 
 
Task One - Community Description 
The process began with an update to the 
city’s physical and social characteristics.  These 
characteristics include location, history, land 
use, transportation system, natural features, 

population and economic characteristics.  
 
Task Two - Recreation Inventory 
The inventory included site visits and written 
descriptions of recreation facilities within 
Dearborn Heights, including city and county 
public parks and school facilities.  A list of 
private businesses, neighboring communities’ 
facilities, State Parks, Wayne County Parks, 
and Huron-Clinton Metroparks within a short 
distance of Dearborn Heights is also included. 
 
Task Three- Public Participation 
The city’s Parks and Recreation Department 
hosted two focus group meetings with the 
Recreation Advisory Committee on Septmebr 
15, 2021 and Septmeber 30, 2021. The agendas 
for these meetings are attached in Appendix 
D.  In addition, a public hearing (will be/was) 
held by the City Council to offer opportunities 
to identify priorities and create actions to 
address each of these issues.  All meetings 
throughout the process were open to the 
public. A community online survey was also 
implemented in May of 2021 to gather 
additional public feedback. The results of this 
survey are included in the appendix. 
 
Task Four - Analysis 
The data collected was analyzed based on 
experience of staff, committee members and 
Commissioners; desires of residents; potential 
funding sources; and the National Recreation 
and Park Association guidelines. 

Task Five - Action Program 
Upon completion of the analysis, goals and 
objectives were determined to provide the 
framework for the Action Plan.  This created 
the fi ve-year plan and offers a checklist of what 
action is to be accomplished, when and where 
it will occur, who will accomplish it, how much 
it will cost, and potential funding sources. 

Task Six - Plan Completion and Adoption 
City offi cials reached consensus and held a 
public hearing to present the plan and solicit 
public input prior to adoption.  The plan made 
available for public review 30 days prior to 
adoption.  Based on public comments, the plan 
was revised and the document was endorsed 
by the Recreation Commission, Planning 
Commission and adopted by the City Council 
at a fi nal public hearing on (date) . Meeting 
minutes and resolution are attached (see 
appendix). 
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D. PARK & RECREATION FACILITIES 
INVENTORY  

Developing a complete inventory of recreation 
facilities, programs, and events is an essential 
component of a fi ve-year Recreation Master 
Plan, as it provides a base of information to use 
in developing the Action Plan.  Understanding 
what facilities, programs and events are 
available to the residents of Dearborn Heights 
will assist in decision-making in the future.  
The inventory covers the following listed 
components: 
 ▪ Public Parks and Facilities (City-owned) 
 ▪ School Parks and Facilities 
 ▪ Regional Parks and Facilities 
 ▪ Private Parks and Recreation Facilities 
 ▪ City Recreation Programs 

 
Neighborhoods 
For purposes of evaluating the dispersion 
of park and recreation facilities throughout 
Dearborn Heights, parks and facilities located 
within the city have been assigned to one of six 
neighborhoods, as established in the previous 
Parks and Recreation Plan.  The neighborhoods 
are defi ned as follows: 
 
Neighborhood One – The northern portion 
of the city, generally the area north of Warren 
Avenue. 
 
Neighborhood Two – North-eastern Dearborn 
Heights, east of Telegraph Road, south of 
Warren Avenue. 
 
Neighborhood Three – Directly west of 
Neighborhood Two and Telegraph Road, 
Warren Avenue to Ford Road. 

Neighborhood Four – The central portion of the 
city, Ford Road to the north, Dartmouth Street 
to the south. 
 
Neighborhood Five – Southwest Dearborn 
Heights, including the narrow strip of land 
connecting north and south Dearborn Heights, 
bounded by Dartmouth Street to the north and 
Telegraph Road to the east. 
 
Neighborhood Six – The southeast corner of 
the city, east of Telegraph Road. 
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1. CITY OWNED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Dearborn Heights contains a variety of well-maintained city operated parks and recreation facilities.  A total of 
ten general public facilities, encompassing 118 acres of land were inventoried.  The inventory of public parks 
and facilities is described below and depicted in Map Two and Figure Eleven. 

These ten parks are further broken down into four categories based on size and function.  The National 
Recreation and Parks Association has established these generally recognized standards for classifying types 
of park land, which provide a means for determining the primary purpose or use of existing facilities within a 
community. 

Mini-Parks - are small specialized parks, usually less than an acre in size, that serve the needs of residents in 
the surrounding neighborhood.  A mini-park may serve a limited population or specifi c group, such as tots or 
senior citizens.  None of Dearborn Heights parks are classifi ed as mini-parks, as all of the parks are over an acre 
in size and offer a variety of recreation opportunities. 

Neighborhood Parks - are typically multi-purpose facilities that serve as the recreational and social focus of 
the neighborhood.  They provide areas for both passive and active recreation activities, such as fi eld games, 
court games, playgrounds, picnicking, etc.  Neighborhood parks are generally between fi ve and ten acres in 
size and serve residents within a half mile.  

Berwyn Park and Senior Center 
The Berwyn Senior Center was formerly an elementary school that is used to meet the needs of an expanding 
senior population in the northern portion of the city.  Housing twenty classrooms and a kitchen, the facility 
is utilized daily for classes, special events, meetings and the Wayne County Nutrition Program.  The parkland 
south of the building contains a practice ball fi eld and picnic area. 

Address: 26155 Richardson Street

Acreage: 5.4

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 4
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Daly Park
Surrounded by single family neighborhoods, Daly Park has been improved to include new swing sets, walking 
trail and play structures.  Heavily wooded, this park offers a variety of recreational opportunities including an 
in-line skating surface, two tennis courts and a sand volleyball court. 

Address: 25000 Hopkins St. (Approx.)

Acreage: 3.9

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 3.5

Heather Lane
Located along the southern bank of the Ecorse River, Heather Lane Park provides access across the river 
and to the abutting St. Albert School, Pardee Elementary, and Eton Senior Center.  The park contains play 
equipment and a structure, two basketball hoops, a sand volleyball court and two former tennis courts.

Address: 21360 N. Brookside St. (Approx.)

Acreage: 4.6

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 2
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Kinloch Park
Kinloch Park provides play equipment and a structure and opportunities for spontaneous play as the park 
contains ample open space.  The park also offers a paved pathway, benches, and grills.

Address: 5270 Kinloch Street (Approx.)

Acreage: 4.7

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 2

Weddel Park
A small neighborhood park located in the southeastern portion of the city, Weddel Park contains a variety of 
play equipment including an ADA accessible play structure. 

Address: 4440 Weddel Street (Approx.)

Acreage: 1.0

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 2
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Community Parks - contain a wide variety of recreation facilities to meet the diverse needs of residents 
from the city.  Community parks may include areas for intense active recreation, as well as passive recreation 
opportunities not commonly found in neighborhood parks.  Community parks are generally between thirty 
and fi fty acres in size and serve residents within a three mile radius.  Three parks within Dearborn Heights are 
considered community parks. 

Central Park & Canfi eld Community Center 
Central Park offers a variety of active recreation for residents, including tennis, horseshoes, baseball, and 
soccer, as well as areas for play and picnicking.  The park contains the Canfi eld Ice Arena, which is home to 
a number of hockey and skating leagues and clubs, and the Canfi eld Community Center, which houses the 
Parks and Recreation Department offi ces.

Currently owned by the city, operations for the ice arena are leased out to a private corporation.  The facility 
offers youth and adult hockey opportunities and is also the home for the Crestwood High School hockey 
program.  The ice arena is open August through February.  A possible future use, if the need for hockey 
declines, could be for potential indoor soccer.  

Address: 1801 N. Beech Daly Road

Acreage: 20.4

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 3
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Van Houten Park 
Centrally located in the northern portion of the city, Van Houten Park abuts the Caroline Kennedy Library, City 
Hall and police department.  The park features fi elds for baseball and soccer and an expansive play structure.  
Recent improvements of the park include additional lighting throughout the site, a splash pad, walking/
jogging trails (ADA accessible), a new pavilion and new turf for the soccer fi eld.

Address: 6000 Silvery Lane

Acreage: 19.7

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 3.5
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Swapka-Powers Park and Richard A. Young Recreation Center
This park contains the Richard A. Young Recreation Center, which provides space for many of the recreation 
programs.  In addition, the site contains a fi tness center, challenge course, tennis courts, basketball hoops, ball 
fi elds, picnic pavilion and comfort station, and ADA accessible pathways.

Address: 5499 McKinley Street

Acreage: 12.1

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 3.5
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Large Urban Parks - serve a broader purpose than the smaller parks and are used to meet community-based 
recreation needs for the entire city.  These parks typically contain facilities that appeal to a wider audience, 
such as family outings, football fi elds, etc.  Large urban parks are a minimum of fi fty acres in size and serve 
the entire community.  Parkland Park is the only park within Dearborn Heights that is considered a large 
urban park.  

Parkland Park
The city’s largest park, with 40 developed acres in the lower fl oodplain and 42.9 undeveloped acres on the 
Rouge River; Parkland Park contains football and soccer fi elds, tennis courts, a sledding hill, playground and 
picnic areas, and a walking path.  The park is currently open only during the warmer months. 

Address: 2500 Parkland Drive

Acreage: 82.9 

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 2
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Warren Valley Golf Course & Banquet Center
Warren Valley Golf Club offers 36 holes of golf and a spacious clubhouse that can accommodate up to 320 
people for one shotgun event (double for a morning and afternoon shotgun). 

The designed clubhouse on the premises of the Warren Valley Golf Course opened in 1994. It features a pro-
shop, Ross Room Bar & Grille (seats 75) and banquet center (capacity of 300)

Address: 26116 W Warren Street

Acreage: 250

ADA Accessibility Rating Average: 3
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BARRIER FREE ACCESIBILITY
The passage of the American Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) required all areas of public service to have barrier-
free accessibility, including parks and recreation parks and facilities.  All playground equipment and facility 
improvements in recent years have been designed and installed in compliance with the U.S. Department of 
Justice ADA standards.  An evaluation of the City of Dearborn Heights parks and facilities has been conducted 
as part of the inventory.  The evaluation determined if a person who has limited sight or is blind, uses a 
wheelchair, has a hearing impairment or is deaf, uses a walking aid, or has a mental impairment can safely 
and independently access and use the park and facility.  A fi ve-point evaluation system was used to rank each 
park’s accessibility, which is described below and refl ected in Figure Eleven. 

Accessibility Level 1 – The park is not accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.  This site 
includes little paved areas and the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are not easily accessible. 

Accessibility Level 2 – The park is somewhat accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.  
Either the parking area or pathways are paved, but not both.  Many of the facilities such as play equipment or 
picnic areas are not easily accessible. 

Accessibility Level 3 – The park is mostly accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.  Most 
of the parking areas and pathways are paved; some of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are 
accessible, but may not be completely barrier-free. 

Accessibility Level 4 – The park is completely accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities.  
Parking areas and pathways are paved, and most of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are 
easily accessible. 

Accessibility Level 5 – The entire park was developed or renovated using the principles of universal design, 
which is a design approach which enables all environments to be usable by everyone, to the greatest extent 
possible, regardless of age, ability, or situation. 
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Berwyn Park & Senior Center 

 ▪ Parking – Much of the parking is ADA compliant but additional ADA parking above minimum number 

requirements would improve rating. Rating - 4

 ▪ Walks – Walkways from parking area to Senior Center are paved. However, the open space and practice 

ballfi eld portions  of the park has no paved walkways.   Rating – 3

 ▪ Restrooms – The Senior Center offers fully accessible restrooms. Rating – 4

 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating – 2

 ▪ Pavilions – There is currently no pavilion on site. N/A

 ▪ Playgrounds – There is currently no pavilion on site. N/A

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts – There is currently no organized sports courts on site. N/A

 ▪ Splashpads – There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A

 ▪ Picnic Areas – There is currently no picnic areas on site. N/A

Daly Park

 ▪ Parking – There is paved on-street parking but no designated ADA parking spaces with an accessible route 

to the sidewalk network. Rating - 2

 ▪ Walks – Walkways along park perimeter, to play equipment and organized sports courts are paved. 

However, the open space and sand volleyball  of the park has no paved walkways.   Rating – 4

 ▪ Restrooms – There is currently no restrooms on site. N/A

 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating – 2

 ▪ Pavilions – There is currently no pavilion on site. N/A

 ▪ Playgrounds – The playground structure is an accessible design, but the surrounding area has woodchip 

surface that would need to be upgraded to a poured in place surface as well as adding additional ADA 

play equipment to improve rating.  As part of future work on this site, this area will be upgraded for ADA 

compliance.  Rating – 3

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts:  Tennis courts and basketball courts have paved accessible routes. Sand 

volleyball does not have an accessible route. Rating -3

 ▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A

 ▪ Picnic Areas– There is currently no picnic areas on site. N/A

Heather Lane Park

 ▪ Parking – There is no paved or designated ADA parking spaces with an accessible route to the sidewalk 

network. Rating - 1

 ▪ Walks – Walkways along park perimeter and north/south path on east side of park are paved. However, the 

open space, playground and tennis courts of the park have no paved accessible routes.   Rating – 2

 ▪ Restrooms – There is currently no restrooms on site. N/A

 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating – 2

 ▪ Pavilions – There is currently no pavilion on site. N/A

 ▪ Playgrounds – The playground structure and surrounding area has woodchip surface that would need to 

be upgraded to a poured in place surface as well as adding additional ADA play equipment to improve 

rating. As part of future work on this site, this area will be upgraded for ADA compliance.  Rating – 2

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts:  Tennis courts, sand volleyball and basketball courts do not have paved 

accessible routes even if the facilities themselves are partially accessible. Rating – 2

 ▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A

 ▪ Picnic Areas– There is currently no picnic areas on site. N/A
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Kinloch  Park

 ▪ Parking – There is paved on-street parking but no designated ADA parking spaces with an accessible route 
to the sidewalk network. Rating - 2

 ▪ Walks – Walkways along park perimeter and north/south path ith the center of park are paved. However, 
the open space, playground and pavilion have no paved accessible routes.   Rating - 2

 ▪ Restrooms – There is currently no restrooms on site. N/A
 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating - 2
 ▪ Pavilions – There is currently no accessible route from the main walkway to the pavilion in the park. Rating 

- 2
 ▪ Playgrounds – The playground structure and surrounding area has woodchip surface that would need to 

be upgraded to a poured in place surface as well as adding additional ADA play equipment to improve 
rating. Rating - 2

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts:  There is currently no organized sports courts on site. N/A
 ▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A
 ▪ Picnic Areas– There is currently no picnic areas on site. N/A

Weddel  Park

 ▪ Parking – There is paved on-street parking but no designated ADA parking spaces with an accessible route 
to the sidewalk network. Rating - 2

 ▪ Walks – Walkways along park perimeter of park are paved. However, the open space and playground have 
no paved accessible routes.   Rating - 2

 ▪ Restrooms – There is currently no restrooms on site. N/A
 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating - 2
 ▪ Pavilions – There is currently no pavilion on site. N/A
 ▪ Playgrounds – The playground structure and surrounding area has woodchip surface that would need to 

be upgraded to a poured in place surface as well as adding additional ADA play equipment to improve 
rating. Rating - 2

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts:  There is currently no organized sports courts on site. N/A
 ▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A
 ▪ Picnic Areas– There is currently no picnic areas on site. N/A

Central Park & Canfi eld Community Center

 ▪ Parking – Much of the parking is ADA compliant but additional ADA parking above minimum number 
requirements would improve rating. Rating - 4

 ▪ Walks – Walkways from parking area to Community Center, Ice Arena, restrooms and pavilion are paved. 
However, the open space, tennis courts, playground and ballfi eld portions  of the park has no paved 
walkway connections.   Rating – 3

 ▪ Restrooms – The park and Community Center offers fully accessible restrooms. Rating – 4
 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating - 2
 ▪ Pavilions – The pavilion on site has a fully accessible route but more accessible seating options would 

improve rating. Rating –3
 ▪ Playgrounds – The playground structure is an accessible design, but the surrounding area has woodchip 

surface that would need to be upgraded to a poured in place surface as well as adding paved accesible 
route  to improve rating.  Rating – 3

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts:  Tennis courts do not have paved accessible routes even if the facilities 
themselves are partially accessible. Rating - 2

 ▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A
 ▪ Picnic Areas– The picnic pavilion on site has a fully accessible route but accessible seating options 

       would improve rating. Rating –3
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Van Houten Park

 ▪ Parking – Much of the parking is ADA compliant but additional ADA parking above minimum number 

requirements would improve rating. Rating – 4

 ▪ Walks – Walkways from parking area to splash pad, restrooms and inline skating rink are paved. However, 

the open space and ballfi eld portions of the park have no paved walkways.   Rating – 3

 ▪ Restrooms – The park offers fully accessible restrooms. Rating – 4

 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating – 2

 ▪ Pavilions – One pavilion on site has a fully accessible route while another does not have an accessible 

connection but more accessible seating options would improve rating. Rating – 3

 ▪ Playgrounds – The playground structure is an accessible design, but the surrounding area has woodchip 

sruface that would need to be upgraded to a poured in place surface as well as adding paved accesible 

route  and additional ADA play equipment to improve rating.  Rating – 3

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts:  Baseball fi elds do not have paved accessible routes. Rating – 2

 ▪ Splashpads– The spalsh pad is fully accessible. Rating – 4

 ▪ Picnic Areas– The picnic pavilions on site are partially accessible route but accessible seating options 

would improve rating. Rating – 3

Swapka-Powers Park & Richard A. Young Recreation Center 

 ▪ Parking – Much of the parking is ADA compliant but additional ADA parking above minimum number 

requirements would improve rating. Rating – 4

 ▪ Walks – Walkways from parking area to Recreation Center, restrooms and pavilion are paved. However, the 

open space, tennis courts  and ballfi eld portions of the park has no paved walkways.   Rating – 3

 ▪ Restrooms – The park and Community Center offers fully accessible restrooms. Rating – 4

 ▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating – 2

 ▪ Pavilions – The pavilion on site has a fully accessible route but more accessible seating options would 

improve rating. Rating – 3

 ▪ Playgrounds – There is currently no playground on site. N/A

 ▪ Organized Sports Courts:  Baseball fi elds and tennis courts do not have paved accessible route 

connections to adjacetn walkways. Rating – 2

 ▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A

 ▪ Picnic Areas– The picnic pavilion on site has a fully accessible route but accessible seating options would 

improve rating. Rating – 3

Parkland Park

 ▪ Parking – Much of the parking is ADA compliant but additional ADA parking above minimum number 

requirements would improve rating. Rating – 4

 ▪ Walks – Walkways from parking area to Community Center, Ice Arena, restrooms and pavilion are paved. 

However, the open space, tennis courts, playground and ballfi eld portions  of the park has no paved 

walkway connections.   Rating – 3

 ▪ Restrooms – The park offers fully accessible restrooms. Rating – 4

 ▪ Open play area/open space: By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating – 2

 ▪ Pavilions – The pavilion on site has a fully accessible route but more accessible seating options would 

improve rating. Rating – 3

 ▪ Playgrounds – The playground structure has woodchip surface that would need to be upgraded to a 

poured in place surface as well as adding paved accesible route  to improve rating.  Rating – 3
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▪ Organized Sports Courts:  Tennis courts do not have paved accessible routes even if the facilities 

themselves are partially accessible. Rating – 2

▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A

▪ Picnic Areas– Accessible seating options would improve rating. Rating – 3

▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A

▪ Picnic Areas– The picnic pavilion on site has a fully accessible route but accessible seating options would 

improve rating. Rating – 3

Warren Valley Golf Course & Baquet Facility

▪ Parking – Much of the parking is ADA compliant but additional ADA parking above minimum number 

requirements would improve rating. Rating – 4

▪ Walks – Walkways from parking area to club house/banquet facility are paved. However, the open space 

portions of the park with expcetion of cart paths have no paved walkways.   Rating – 4

▪ Restrooms – The club house/banquet facility offers fully accessible restrooms. Rating – 4

▪ Open play area/open space - By their very nature of being open space, these use zones are primarily 

grassed areas and not readily accessible except by perimeter walks. Rating – 2

▪ Pavilions – There is currently no pavilion on site. N/A

▪ Playgrounds – There is currently no playground on site. N/A

▪ Organized Sports Courts:  There is currently no organized sports courts on site. N/A

▪ Splashpads– There is currently no splashpad on site. N/A

▪ Picnic Areas– There is currently no picnic areas on site. N/A

Universal Access 
Another often overlooked category is Universal 
Access. This practice goes way beyond typical 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations 
to practice “common and equal experiences 
for all.” These concepts should be kept in the 
forefront as a prime consideration in the 5-year 
Master Plan and individual parks or projects as 
they develop and progress.

There are many different groups in society 
who struggle to be included in our parks and 
recreation spaces. One group, in particular, is those with disabilities. It is globally recognized that roughly 20% 
of the world population has some type of condition that impacts their ability to engage in daily life activities. 
The World Health Organization defi nes disability as “a complex interaction between the features of a person’s 
body and features of the environment and society in which he or she lives.” So, how do we make sure that 
social equity can happen for this population group? One way is to embrace the concepts of universal design 
throughout our parks and recreation areas so that these spaces are “enabling” instead of “disabling” to these 
individuals, their friends, and family

Universal design is a better overall design that benefi ts everyone regardless of condition. Since it considers 
people of all ages and abilities, using the concepts of universal design benefi ts everyone who uses the park. 
The use of universal design concepts does not mean that all the fun and risk of a park and playground are 
taken away; it means that design considers the needs of all visitors to create a place where all can play and 
grow together.

If the concepts are used from the very beginning of a design concept, it can help reduce the cost associated 
with changing a design after the fact. For example, instead of leveling the topography of a proposed park, the 
topography can be used to create access to height through natural hills and slopes. The use of gradual 
natural paths can be less expensive than a series of ramps to gain height in a playground.
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The following pages outline universal access design cosniderations for various recreational activities.

Type of Recreation Facility Universal Access Design Considerations

Archery Range  ▪ All stations
 ▪ Route to retrieval area for each target
 ▪ Targets also usable with cross bows
 ▪ Arrow back stop to limit retrieval distance
 ▪ Maneuvering spaces to accommodate archers with shooting 

assistants

Beach  ▪ Routes over the beach and into the water, can be portable/tempo-
rary matting if it needs to be taken in and out for beach cleaning/
dragging or in the off season

 ▪ Wide enough for side by side walking/passing
 ▪ At beach route end have an accessible area at the water’s edge large 

enough to park multiple chairs while the owners are in the water
 ▪ A transfer system at the water’s edge so people can get down to the 

ground level and into the water

Boardwalk Wetland and Water Access  ▪ 6 feet min. width so two people can walk side by side or people can 
pass 

 ▪ Edge treatment to prevent roll/step off
 ▪ If side rails are used, more than 25% must lowered for easy viewing in 

various places along the boardwalk 
 ▪ Interpretive information in a variety of alternative formats such as 

auditory, large print, Braille, pictures, etc.

Campgrounds  ▪ All sites and amenities
 ▪ Accessible surface on all sites, including rustic sites
 ▪ Larger spaces to accommodate side lifts on campers and vehicles
 ▪ Accessible tables, grills and fi re rings on all sites
 ▪ Centrally located restrooms on easy routes from each site

Camping Cabins and Yurts  ▪ Larger clear space and maneuvering spaces in between all furnish-
ings, including when all are in use (beds, tables/chairs with people 
seated at the table, shelves within lowered reach ranges, lowered 
wall hooks, etc.)

 ▪ Larger clear space thoughtfully located for typical portable items 
such as coolers, luggage, equipment/food bins/tubs, etc.

Canoe/Kayak/Boat Launch:  ▪ Wider route so someone can hand wheel boat on dolly to launch 
pulling boat next to them if they are in a wheelchair or two person 
carry down

 ▪ Accessible surface to water’s edge and into water at launch
 ▪ More gentle slopes for easier entry and exit when hand wheeling a 

boat
 ▪ Some type of “rack” to stabilize boat at a transferable height then 

some type of mechanism/roller system to move, while seated in 
the boat, into the water Some means of transfer assistance such as 
overhead bars

 ▪ Some type of wench system to help pull boat out of water back into 
the rack to exit/transfer out.

 ▪ If there is a dock provide a transfer system on the dock so a person 
can be seated on the dock to transfer over to a boat in the water that 
is in some type of a stabilizer rack

 ▪ Adaptive kayaks available for use
 ▪ Shore station with a platform (instead of “V” rack) with a transfer 

system on the deck of the shore station, located next to a dock so 
someone could roll/get on the platform and lower it to the right level 
to transfer into a boat.
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Type of Recreation Facility Universal Access Design Considerations

Fishing Dock/Pier and Observation/
Viewing Decks

 ▪ More than 25% of the rails are lowered in various locations or no rails 
at all with only an edge treatment to prevent roll off

 ▪ Sitting benches (all with backs and arm rests) scattered about so 
anglers can choose to sit or stand to fi sh

 ▪ Tackle box stands next to one bench end (not both) leaving one end 
clear space for sitting side by side with someone in a wheelchair

 ▪ A variety of fi sh landing cutaways strategically placed
 ▪ Variety of accessible opportunities—over-water fi shing, shore 

fi shing, in-water fi shing, etc.
 ▪ Transition plates between access route and deck/pier

Nature Center  ▪ All interpretive information in a variety of alternative formats such as 
auditory, large print, Braille, pictures, etc.

 ▪ Creative use of technology such as mp3 players for auditory descrip-
tions ( info. directly to the individual) closed loop assistive listening 
devices and closed circuit captioning of all interpretive presentations

 ▪ All displays at lowered heights for sitting or standing viewing
 ▪ All operating mechanisms that are operable with one hand and do 

not require tight/pinch/grasp/wrist twist to operate

Parking  ▪ More than minimum number of accessible spots
 ▪ Each connected directly to an accessible route to the park elements 

and NOT into the traffi c fl ow
 ▪ Thoughtfully located nearest the activity entrance, which might 

require multiple lots 

Picnic Areas and Alements: 
Pavilions, picnic tables, grills, fi re rings, 
water pumps, etc. 

 ▪ All located on accessible routes
 ▪ All tables, grills, fi re rings, water pumps, etc. accessible 
 ▪ Level routes onto pavilions with no changes of level from path to 

pavilion surface
 ▪ Wider routes and clear space with fi rm surface so someone with 

mobility limits can easily move around the element (table, grill, etc.)
 ▪ A variety of table styles (clear sitting space on the side,  extended 

table tops on the end)
 ▪ Some fi xed tables to ensure they remain accessible (not moved off 

into a grassy or sandy area, etc.)
 ▪ Clear space all around each element so people can approach and 

use the grill, fi re ring, etc. from the front, back and either side
 ▪ Grills you can lower/raise the cooking surface with one hand
 ▪ Raised fi re building surfaces so you can place wood without learning 

too far over from a standing or seated position

Restrooms  ▪ More than the minimum number of accessible units
 ▪ Multiple unisex/single user toilet rooms/units so opposite sex care 

givers can assist; also good for parents of young children of the op-
posite sex so kids aren’t sent alone into the multi-user restroom

 ▪ Thoughtfully located near areas of activity such as play areas, beach-
es, fi shing piers, etc.

 ▪ Accessible door pulls and water faucet handles - all accessible port-
a-johns, again big enough for individual use or care giver/parental 
assistance.

Skiing/Sledding Hill  ▪ Accessible route to top (no steps), possibly using a “magic carpet” lift
 ▪ Level surface for sled mounting at hill top
 ▪ If staffed, provide ATV transport or have policy that allows personal 

ATV use
 ▪ Transfer at hill bottom to help transfer
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Type of Recreation Facility Universal Access Design Considerations

Playgrounds  ▪ Ramps and transfers
 ▪ Has both ramp and transfer access to all play components
 ▪ Ramps to every “getting on spot” or “sit/stand & do it spot” of every 

play component
 ▪ Transfer system from the ground up to the main deck located near 

the exits of slides and climbers furthest from the ramp onto the 
structure

 ▪ Only unitary safety surface such as poured-in-place or rubber tiles 
NOT any loose fi ll materials likes shredded rubber, wood chips, 
engineered wood fi ber, or any other non-unitary surface material

 ▪ On deck transfer platform at the entry point of every slide
 ▪ On deck transfer platform with one open transfer side and one 

side with transfer steps to every entry/exit point of every climber, 
so kids climbing up can get down to the deck to move to another 
component, as they may have left an assistive device at the ground

 ▪ A good variety of things to manipulate that make noise or music, 
have high contrast/bright colors, games that two kids can play (to 
foster social interaction), Braille and sign language panels to teach 
awareness, easy to operate with just one hand with a whole fi st 
(does not require tight/pinch/grasp/wrist twist to operate)

 ▪ Different high contrast colors for decks versus transfers so kids with 
low vision can perceive a change in level

 ▪ Play panels are located at heights so they can be used from a seated 
position or standing

Sports Fields/Courts

Fields: soccer, football, baseball, etc.

Courts: tennis, basketball, bocce, 
horseshoes, etc.

Other: skate parks, frisbee golf

 ▪ Routes to both sides of all fi elds and courts, not just end zones
 ▪ Accessible seating spaces both ground level and elevated if risers/

bleachers are provided
 ▪ Accessible seating spaces scattered throughout all viewing areas 

and levels with companion seating on both sides of the space
 ▪ All lowered service windows at all concession areas
 ▪ Wider gate openings into court areas (tennis, bocce, basketball) and 

skate parks to accommodate wider sports wheelchairs
 ▪ Routes to both horseshoe pits and along both sides of the route 

between pits
 ▪ Level routes onto bocce courts with sitting benches at both ends

Trail

Nature trail, walkway, pathway, etc. 

 ▪ Multi-use trail - 8 feet, with slopes under 2%, wider width so two peo-
ple can walk side by side or people can pass 

 ▪ Walkways within a site – at least 6 feet wide and have slopes under 
2% 

 ▪ Regional trail system - at least 10 feet wide, with 1 foot buffers on 
either side, with slopes under 2% 

 ▪ Unitary surface like concrete, boardwalk or asphalt, crushed aggre-
gate/screenings that have been “stabilized” or natural soils en-
hanced with soil stabilizers

 ▪ Transition plates between trail and pedestrian bridges, decks, etc. 
 ▪ Contrasting color treatment of the surface and textured surface 

treatments such as brushed concrete at intersections or interpretive 
stations to cue people who have vision impairments that there is 
something to pay attention to at that spot

 ▪ Close to level cross slopes (side to side) and very gentle running 
slopes, no steep sections, larger (greater than 60” X 60”)level areas at 
all turns and intersections 

 ▪ Thoughtfully laid out on the site to maximize the experience with 
minimal diffi culty

 ▪ Accessible amenities such as benches, restrooms, drinking foun-
tains, etc.
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2. SCHOOL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
Dearborn Heights children are served by one of four school districts and sixteen public school facilities in the 
city.  Crestwood and Dearborn Heights District 7 districts are the primary school districts for the city; while the 
northeast segment is served by Dearborn Public Schools, the Central connection between Telegraph Road 
and Beech Daly Road by the Westwood School District, and a small segment in the southwest corner of the 
community is within the Taylor School District. 

Although priority use is given to school programs, they are widely used by athletic organizations and residents 
so they are incorporated into the plan analysis.  A complete inventory of school sites within the city is listed in 
Figure Thirteen and shown on Map Two.  For the purposes of this inventory, all school facilities were classifi ed 
as neighborhood parks with the exception of Annapolis High School, Crestwood High School and the District 7 
Athletic Fields, which were considered community parks. 
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Regional Parks and Facilities 
Regional parks offer unique natural features that are particularly suited for outdoor recreation, such as 
viewing and studying nature, wildlife habitats, fi shing, boating, hiking, and trail use.  Many also include active 
play areas.  While these parks are not utilized for formal programming by the City of Dearborn Heights or 
organizations, they provide opportunities for relaxed family activities.  
Regional Parks are depicted on Map Three. 

There are several recreational opportunities located in relatively close proximity to Dearborn Heights, in 
addition to the three County parks located within the city; Middle Rouge Parkway, Warren Valley Golf Course, 
and Warrendale Park.  Additional facilities are provided by State Parks, Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, 
Wayne County Parks, and local facilities of nearby communities. 

Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority 
The Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) is a regional park district that encompasses the counties 
of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw and Livingston.  Since its inception in 1940, the HCMA has obtained 
over 20,000 acres of park land, all located in the metro Detroit region.  The parks provide a variety of outdoor 
recreation and educational activities including picnicking, hiking, golf, biking, winter sports, water-related 
activities, and special programs (see Figure Fourteen).
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Wayne County Parks 
The Wayne County Park System is a regional 
system with a number of facilities located 
within Dearborn Heights.  All of these parks 
are part of the Middle Rouge Parkway, which 
traverse Dearborn Heights northern portion, 
north of Ford Road.  In addition, a small portion 
of the Lower Rouge Parkway crosses through 
Dearborn Heights, just north of Michigan 
Avenue. 

Helm’s Haven Recreation Area
Helms Haven contains a large picnic shelter 
with a commercial grill, play structure, and 
comfort station.  Located just east of Outer 
Drive, Helms Haven also offers convenient 
access to the 17-mile bike path. 

Nolar Bend Recreation Area
Conveniently positioned between Hines 
Parkway and the Middle Rouge River, Nolar 
Bend contains two ball diamonds and ample 
parking. 

Parkland Recreation Area 
Located just north of Ford Road, Parkland 
Recreation Area offers a picnic area complete 
with tables, grills, and shelter.  In addition, the 
park contains a ball fi eld, playground, and 
comfort station.  The city has recently signed a 
99-year lease with Wayne County for operations 
of the park. 

Parr Recreation Area 
Parr Recreation Area is one of Wayne County’s 
most popular parks, complete with a regulation 
ball diamond, a soccer fi eld, children’s play-
scape, picnic shelter and comfort station. 

Wallaceville Soccer Fields 
This secluded area accessed from Beech Daly 
Road, along the wetland banks of the Rouge 
River, is home to three soccer fi elds and ample 
parking. 

Warrendale Park 
Warrendale Park is home to many events 
throughout the Wayne County Parks system, 
including the Wayne County Senior Picnic, 
Concerts in the Park, Kid’s Kaleidoscope Series 
and Movies in the Park.  The park also features 
four soccer fi elds, a ball diamond and a picnic 
shelter. 

 In addition, nine other County Parks are 
conveniently located within a short distance 
from Dearborn Heights which provides athletic 
fi elds, golf courses, swimming pools, trails, 
playgrounds, and picnic shelters. 

▪ Bell Creek, Redford Township 
▪ Chandler Aquatic Center, Detroit 
▪ Colonial Park, Inkster 
▪ Crosswinds Marsh, New Boston 
▪ Elizabeth Park and Marina, Trenton 
▪ Fort Wayne, Detroit
▪ Inkster Valley Golf Course, Inkster 
▪ Lola Valley, Redford Township 
▪ Mariner Park, Detroit 
▪ William P. Holliday Forest and Wildlife 

Preserve, Westland 
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Michigan State Parks 
There are a number of Michigan State Parks 
that provide recreational opportunities 
to residents of Dearborn Heights and the 
region.  These state facilities provide a variety 
of activities including camping, picnicking, 
swimming, hunting, fi shing, snowmobiling, 
hiking, cross-country skiing, mountain biking, 
and horseback riding.
▪ Brighton Recreation Area, Howell 
▪ Dodge No. 4, Waterford 
▪ Highland Recreation Area, White Lake 
▪ Holly Recreation Area, Holly 
▪ Island Lake Recreation Area, Brighton
▪ Maybury State Park, Northville
▪ Pinckney Recreation Area, Pinckney 
▪ Pontiac Lake Recreation Area, Waterford 
▪ Proud Lake Recreation Area, Wixom 
▪ Seven Lakes State Park, Fenton 

▪ Sterling, Monroe 

Local Facilities 
Surrounded by nine different communities, 
Dearborn Heights residents have the benefi t of 
neighboring communities’ parks and recreation 
facilities.  

H.Y.P.E. Recreation Center 
The H.Y.P.E (Helping Youth Progress and Excel) 
Recreational Center opened in May 2012 and 
has provided additional regional recreational 
opportunities for the residents of Wayne 
County. Amenities to the recreation center 
include basketball courts, fi tness center, 
classroom space and childcare facilities.  The 
H.Y.P.E Center also offers numerous youth and 
young adult leagues and sporting camps as 
well as mentorship programs. 

Adjacent Community Facilities 
The following parks are located just outside of 
Dearborn Height’s city limits: 
▪ Beach Field, Redford Township 
▪ Bel-Aire Park, Inkster 
▪ Community Jaycee Park, Allen Park 
▪ Crowley Park, Dearborn 
▪ Cunningham Park, Allen Park 
▪ Dearborn Country Club, Dearborn 
▪ Elmhurst Park, Dearborn 
▪ Florence Park, Garden City 
▪ Frances Park, Detroit 
▪ John F. Kenedy Park, Allen Park 
▪ Korvette Park, Redford Township 
▪ Levagood Park, Dearborn 
▪ Northwest Park, Taylor 
▪ Oak Park, Dearborn 
▪ Oakgrove Park, Inkster 
▪ Oxford Park, Dearborn 
▪ Penn-Vassar Park, Dearborn 
▪ Pine Park, Dearborn 
▪ River Rouge Park, Detroit 
▪ Sudman Park, Allen Park 
▪ Taylor Meadow golf Course, Taylor 
▪ Ten Eyck Park, Dearborn

▪ Westwood Park, Inkster 

Private Parks and Facilities 
Several privately owned recreation facilities 
located within or near Dearborn Heights 
address recreation needs of the community 
that are not necessarily offered by the 
city.  Although these facilities are privately 
operated and often have a user fee or require 
membership, they were considered in the 
plan analysis because they meet specifi c 
community needs.  Private facilities include: 
▪ Bowling Alleys:  Beech Lanes, Cherry Hill Lanes, 

Ford Lanes, Mayfl ower Lanes, Mercury Lanes, 
Oxford Lanes, Schaefer Lanes. 

▪ Dance:  Art of Motion Dance Theatre, Dunworth 
Noretta School of Dance, Jan’s Dance 
Connection, Jazz & Spirit Dance Theater of 
Detroit, Jeannie Zimbalatti’s Dance School. 

▪ Fitness Clubs:  Bally Fitness, Better Life Fitness 
Center, Contours Express, Fitness USA, Dearborn 
Athletic Club, Powerhouse Gym, Planet Fitness 

▪ Golf Courses:  Dearborn Hills Golf Course, 
Glenhurst Golf Course, Hawthrone Valley golf 
Course, Inkster Valley Golf Course, Michigan Golf 
Center, Western Golf & Country Club. 

▪ Martial Arts:  Japan Karate Association, 
Professional Karate School of American, Zriek’s 
Tae Kon Do Karate School. 

▪ Miscellaneous Facilities:  Coliseum, Dearborn 
Racquet and Health Club, Rotunda Fields, 
Transitions Ramp Park and the HYPE Athletics 
Community.  
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3. RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 
Numerous recreation programs and activities are offered through the Dearborn Heights Parks and Recreation 
Department.  An understanding of these activities and events currently offered by the city will help in 
identifying unmet programming needs.  The program year is divided into two sessions: Fall/Winter and 
Spring/Summer.  Within these sessions the programs are further broken down into Special Events, Youth, 
Sports, Leisure, Library, Bowling and Senior Programs.  The Parks and Recreation Department produces a 
brochure that outlines the available activities through the Department. 

Special Events 
The Parks and Recreation Department sponsors special events throughout the year that often relate to a 
season or holiday.  The following is a list of some events planned through the year:
 ▪ Adult-Youth Golf Outing 
 ▪ City-Wide Garage Sale 
 ▪ Daddy-Daughter Date Night 
 ▪ Daddy-Daughter Sweetheart Ball
 ▪ Halloween Fun Night
 ▪ Mother-Child Date Night 
 ▪ Mother-Son Sweetheart Ball 
 ▪ National Family Night Out
 ▪ Spirit Festival 
 ▪ Tree Lighting Ceremony 
 ▪ Volunteer Luncheon 

Youth Programs 
Each season, the Parks and Recreation Department designs special activities for the Youth Program.  Youth 
programs are designed for children ranging from preschool age through teenagers.  A wide variety of 
activities are offered to interest this diverse age group, such as: 
 ▪ Baton Twirling 
 ▪ Cheer America
 ▪ Gymnastics 
 ▪ Kids Klub Spring and Summer Day Camps 
 ▪ Ski and Snowboard Club
 ▪ Summer Recreation Programs

Sports Programs 
The Parks and Recreation Department, in conjunction with a number of local groups such as the D7 Dad’s 
Club, which offer sports classes and league play throughout the year.  The following is a summarized list of the 
types of programs offered: 
 ▪ Baseball Leagues 
 ▪ Basketball Camps Clinics & Leagues 
 ▪ Floor Hockey Leagues 
 ▪ Golf Leagues & Tournaments
 ▪ Hunter Safety Classes 
 ▪ Ice Hockey Leagues 
 ▪ Junior Tackle Football 
 ▪ Junior Cheerleading 
 ▪ Karate Lessons 
 ▪ Soccer Club & Leagues 
 ▪ Softball Leagues & Tournaments 
 ▪ Start Smart Basketball Program 
 ▪ Swim Club 
 ▪ Tennis Lessons
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Leisure Programs 
These programs are designed to provide continuing education, teach new skills and are just for fun.  The 
following is a summarized list of leisure programs offered in the city: 
 ▪ Civic Theatre 
 ▪ Duplicate Bridge 
 ▪ Indoor Walking Program 
 ▪ Intergenerational Trips 
 ▪ Middle School Dance Night 
 ▪ Quilting Classes
 ▪ Tree Lighting Ceremony 
 ▪ Upholstery Classes 
 ▪ Women’s Self Defense & Rape 
 ▪ Prevention Course 
 ▪ Yoga Classes 
 ▪ Zumba Exercise/Dance          

Library Programs 
The Caroline Kennedy and John F. Kennedy, Jr. Libraries serve Dearborn Heights residents.  Both libraries offer 
a variety of programs and classes for all ages including: 
 ▪ Adult Book Discussion Group 
 ▪ Computer Classes 
 ▪ Creative Writing Group 
 ▪ Friends of the Library 
 ▪ Ghost Hunters Program
 ▪ Knitting & Crocheting Group 
 ▪ Story times for Toddlers, Preschoolers and Early Elementary Age Children 
 ▪ Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.) 
 ▪ Writers Connection 

Bowling Programs 
The Parks and Recreation Department has partnered with Cherry Hill Lanes to offer special leagues for 
Dearborn Heights residents.  Leagues include: 
 ▪ Cosmic Teen League 
 ▪ Kid’s Stuff Bowling
 ▪ Parent-Youth League “Family Affair” 
 ▪ Pee Wee Bumper Bowl 

 
Senior Programs 
The Parks Recreation Department provides continual programs specifi cally designed to serve the senior 
citizens of Dearborn Heights.  Dearborn Heights Senior Citizens are served by two senior centers, Berwyn 
Center in the north and Eton Center in the south.  Typical activities and services offered to those 55 and over 
include: 
 ▪ Blood Pressure Monitoring 
 ▪ Card Room 
 ▪ Ceramics 
 ▪ Craft Clubs 
 ▪ Food Commodities 
 ▪ Free Cell Phone Program for 911 
 ▪ Gift Shops 
 ▪ Health Services 
 ▪ Holiday Parties 
 ▪ Libraries 
 ▪ Lunch Programs

 ▪ Oil Painting 
 ▪ Quilting 
 ▪ Pool Rooms 
 ▪ Recreational Programs 
 ▪ Referral Services 
 ▪ R.S.V.P. Program 
 ▪ Senior Citizens Clubs 
 ▪ Tax Assistance 
 ▪ Trips 
 ▪ Upholstery 
 ▪ Woodcarving 
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4. EXISTING PARK LAND ANALYSIS
Roughly 1,150 acres of park land exist within the City of Dearborn Heights, of which 203 acres are 
neighborhood parks, 181 acres are community parks, and 764 are regional parks.  All of the school parks were 
classifi ed as neighborhood parks because of their size and their function to serve neighborhood residents, 
with the exception of Annapolis High School, Crestwood High School and the District 7 Athletic Fields which 
were considered community parks.  While the initial park land acreage analysis depicts a surplus of park land 
within the city, the vast majority of park land consists of regional and school park land.  An analysis of city 
park land reveals a defi ciency of nearly 326 acres.  Figure Fifteen and the following discussion compares the 
amount of park land as it relates to the conditions of the community, and the NRPA standards based on the 
2013 estimated population of 57,600. 

Mini-Parks
With no parks classifi ed as mini-parks in the city, Dearborn Heights’s has a defi ciency of 21.6 acres based on 
population standards.  The primary purpose of these parks is to provide local playground and open space for 
residential neighborhoods.  Although the mini-park concept would increase property values for homes in the 
specifi c neighborhoods, it is thought that many residents would not want the increased pedestrian traffi c or 
vehicular traffi c that could be attracted by a small mini-park in their community.  It is recommended that the 
Parks and Recreation Committee remain with the current confi guration of neighborhood parks. 

1. Per 1,000 residents 
2. Based on the  Jul 2013 SEMCOG population estimate of 57,600 
3. All school parks were considered neighborhood parks except for Annapolis High School, Crestwood High School and the District 7 

Athletic Fields which were classifi ed as a community parks 

Neighborhood Parks
The only local park classifi cation with a surplus, Dearborn Heights’s six neighborhood parks and numerous 
school facilities provide more than the recommended 86.4 acreage of neighborhood scale parks.  The vast 
majority of the acreage however is derived from school facilities, which are not controlled by the city.  City-
run parks only account for 21.4 acres of park land.  Since the last recreation plan, 3 private schools have closed; 
however their closures did not affect the recreation facilities because the majority of the facilities were outside 
playground equipment.  Because of the school’s vital role in providing park land, the city and school districts 
should maintain on-going communication to ensure that the need for neighborhood parks continues to be 
met.
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Community and Large Urban Parks
With a recommended 374.4 acres, Dearborn Heights has a defi ciency of 193.1 acres of community and large 
urban park land.  Some of this defi ciency, particularly in Neighborhood One, is accounted for by the River 
Rouge Park that is operated by the county.  The county parks were all considered regional parks; however, 
because of River Rouge Park’s presence in the city, it also functions as a community park for Dearborn 
Heights. 
 
Because of the lack of available, large parcels, the city needs to optimize use of existing parks.  Parkland 
Park provides ample acreage for a number of recreation opportunities and should be used to meet active 
recreational needs while preserving the signifi cant natural features on the site, and become available for year 
round use by residents. 

Regional Parks 
Dearborn Heights is fortunate to have a surplus of regional park land within its borders.  Seven parks, all run 
by Wayne County, account for 764 acres of park land, which is nearly double what is recommended as a 
minimum for a city the size of Dearborn Heights.  The regional facilities offer a variety of active and passive 
recreational opportunities, which help in meeting the need for local parks and help balance the defi ciencies 
found in city parks.  These regional parks primarily serve informal, family recreation and are not used in any 
formal manner by the city or schools. 
 
Parks and Recreation Service Area
Although the overall amount of park land in Dearborn Heights is suffi cient, it is important to consider the type 
of parks, their location, and their disbursement around the city.  When evaluating parks and recreation service 
areas, it is important to closely consider where the residents of the community live.  The NRPA establishes a 
standard service area for each park classifi cation to determine which areas in the city are lacking easy access 
to park land.  The service area boundary for each type of park is as follows:  

Mini Parks       0.25 miles or less 
Neighborhood Parks    0.25-0.5 miles 
Community Parks     0.5.0 to 3.0 miles 
Large Urban Parks    Entire community 
Regional Parks     30 minute driving time 
 
The parks and recreation service areas are shown on Map Four.  For the purposes of determining service area 
size, the mean (or half-way point) of the suggested range was used.  For example, neighborhood parks serve 
between a 0.25 and 0.5 mile radius, the mean of which is 0.33.  Due to their size, the service area for regional 
parks is not shown on the map because the entire region is served.  It should be noted that the parks are 
generally well dispersed throughout the city for convenient access by all residents, and the majority of the city 
is serviced by at least one type of neighborhood or community park.  A handful of areas in the city’s northern 
portion, southwest corner, and the narrow sliver of land north and south of Michigan Avenue are not within 
any local service area.  Most of these areas however, are generally located near regional or school parks or are 
not residential neighborhoods, and therefore do not need to be within a parks service area.  Therefore, the 
analysis shows that the city’s existing park land service area generally meets most resident’s needs for park 
land. 
 
Neighborhoods
In addition to the service area analysis, the amount of park land was evaluated to determine how much 
and which types of park land were located in each of the six neighborhoods, as depicted in Figure Sixteen.  
Consistent with the service area analysis, a review of neighborhoods indicates that Neighborhood Five 
contains the least amount of park land.  While Neighborhood One has the most park land, it is primarily 
regional county park land.  Without the presence of county parks or schools, Neighborhoods One and Five 
would have little or no parkland. 
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5. FACILITIES ANALYSIS
In addition to park land, existing and potential facilities were analyzed to determine if the current facilities 
are adequate to meet the needs of residents based on national averages.  The analysis takes into account a 
variety of factors including specifi c needs and existing conditions within the city, information obtained from 
the focus groups and public, programming needs, site conditions, as well as national averages.  Potential 
surpluses and defi ciencies are shown in Figure Seventeen.  The following comments were prepared to provide 
further perspective and assist in identifying key issues. 

Athletic Fields (Baseball, Soccer, Football, etc.) 
The number of athletic fi elds in the city refl ects a surplus in each of the categories based on national 
standards.  The different types of athletic fi elds are specifi cally discussed below. 

▪ Baseball/Softball Fields - The analysis of ball fi elds within Dearborn Heights resulted in a large surplus in 
facilities.  Therefore, key issues facing the city include fi eld maintenance and improvement.  Recently, the 
city and Parks and Recreation Department were granted permission to use part-time staff to maintain the 
city-owned ball fi elds. 

▪ Soccer Fields - According to the national standards, there is a surplus of soccer fi elds in the community.  
Due to the increasing popularity of the sport and expanding programs, the city should consider the 
development of additional fi elds if the need arises. 

▪ Football Fields - The need for football fi elds is met by the local school districts and at Parkland Park.  The 
city and volunteer organizations utilize these fi elds for their needs and do not have a need for additional 
football fi elds. 

▪ Running Tracks - Running tracks are provided at fi ve schools within the city.  These facilities meet all 
current and expected need for running tracks. 
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1. Source of Standard: Lancaster, Roger A., Ed. 1983. Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA:NRPA  

2. Based on the Feb. 1 2013 SEMCOG population estimate of 57,700 

Court Sports (Basketball, Tennis, Volleyball, etc.) 
Defi ciencies are shown for tennis and volleyball courts and 9-hole golf courses with a surplus in basketball 
courts and baseball/softball fi elds.  Court sports are generally low cost improvements, do not occupy much 
land, do not require organized team participation, and promote convenient and active recreation.  In addition, 
once the court is installed it can be permanently or temporarily re-used for other purposes.  Based on these 
characteristics, these facilities are ideal in neighborhood parks.  Those parks that do offer court sports should 
be maintained to continue long term use.  The three different types of court facilities are briefl y discussed 
below. 

Tennis Courts - A total of twenty tennis courts are provided at city parks and at school sites, most of which are 
city courts.  The national standards recommend the addition of eight more courts.  The existing city courts are 
in need of re-surfacing in order to be used and should be a priority before new courts are installed. 

Basketball Facilities - The city has a number of basketball backstops, or half-court basketball facilities, located 
at a handful of parks and schools.  The popularity of basketball in the area is high and additional courts are 
needed at neighborhood parks in order for city youth to be able to access them.  Where a basketball court is 
proposed, they should be half courts to maximize usage on small sites and encourage neighborhood pick-up 
games as opposed to full courts that have a more regional appeal.
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Volleyball Courts - There is a defi ciency of nine outdoor volleyball courts according to the national standards.  
Additional volleyball courts should be included in future park development, especially at larger-scale parks 
that serve a greater portion of the community. 

In-Line Skate Rink/Roller Hockey Court -  Although this facility is not included in the standards, they are 
offered in the city and have become increasingly popular.  The value added benefi t of courts is they can serve 
multiple purposes for neighborhood recreation.  The existing in-line rink should be improved and additional 
neighborhood scale rinks should be incorporated into the redevelopment of neighborhood parks.  In addition, 
the city should look into the development of a regulation-sized rink at a community or large urban park to 
provide a location for competitive games. 
 
Ice Rinks - The national standards reveal that the Canfi eld Ice Arena meets the needs of the city.  The city may 
also wish to consider the trending demographics in regards to the future use of the Canfi eld Ice Arena.  If the 
need for hockey programs continues to decrease then the arena could be used for another recreational use 
such as indoor soccer.  
 
Playgrounds - The amount of playground facilities in the community exceeds the population needs 
according to the standard by ten, however only seven of the playgrounds are run by the city.  The city has 
made signifi cant progress towards replacing outdated equipment; to comply with ADA requirements and to 
maximize usage by residents in the community for children under 5 and older children (ages 
6-12). 
 
Golf Courses - There are two golf courses tallied in this evaluation, both eighteen-hole courses operated by 
the City of Dearborn Heights Parks and Recreation.  The analysis reveals that there is a defi ciency of 9-hole 
courses; however the number of private and county-operated courses in the area more than exceeds the 
standard recommendations. 
 
Swimming Pools - Based on the NRPA standard, the City of Dearborn Heights meets the requirement for 
swimming pools.  However, the city currently does not operate a facility with a swimming pool; all swimming 
facilities are operated by the surrounding school districts to Dearborn Heights.  This has been a concern of 
residents for the city to provide an outdoor water activity center in the southern portion of the city. 
 
Community Centers -The majority of recreation programming in the city is offered at either the Richard A. 
Young Recreation Center or Canfi eld Community Center.  These facilities are highly utilized by residents and 
organizations in the city.  While the Richard A. Young Recreation Center is fairly new, the Canfi eld Community 
Center is outdated and has little opportunity and adaptability for offering a variety of services and activities.  
The city has identifi ed a need for more classroom space, additional gymnasiums, and a community fi tness 
center.  Plans have been developed for replacing the Canfi eld Community Center with a state-of-the-art 
recreation center. 
 
A recent trend in recreation planning is the development of large, modern multi-purpose centers that provide 
a wide variety of recreation opportunities for all ages.  Livonia, Dearborn and Canton have each developed 
these types of multi-purpose centers that offer a number of innovative features. Also to note is the non-
profi t HYPE (Helping Youth Progress & Excel) Athletics Community located in Dearborn Heights, which offers 
recreational and athletic programs for residents located in Warrendale Park. 

Passive Recreation -  In addition to these active recreation facilities, it is important for the city to provide 
ample opportunities for passive recreation and “un-planned” activities, such as walking, jogging, picnicking, 
nature observation or just sitting in the park reading a book.  The city has identifi ed the need to set aside open 
space and to avoid the overdevelopment of park land.  When developing and improving parks, it is important 
for the city to incorporate walking paths, picnic areas, benches, or other amenities that further enhance 
passive recreation opportunities in the city.  Passive recreation opportunities exist at Parkland Park, where 
there is potential to develop the site into a “park of intrigue” by the addition of attractions to the undeveloped 
portions of the park.  Such attractions as nature trails and additional picnic areas are ideas that could be 
researched further.  By adding these types of opportunities, park lands are changed from a one-time 
wonder to a recurring location of interest.
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6. RECREATION PROGRAMMING ANALYSIS 
The city should continue to monitor all existing programs offered and associated fees to decide which should 
be expanded and which should be reduced or eliminated.  However, if fees are charged for special events, 
the city should attempt to provide a handful of family events free of charge throughout the year.  Further, 
the programs offered to city residents should be analyzed to make sure that programming keeps pace with 
trends, technology, community demographics, the economy, and the physical conditions and resources in the 
city. 
 
The city is just one of many sources of programming for community residents.  Because of the number of 
recreation providers, the city should coordinate with each of the groups to ensure that the needs of the 
residents are met.  By consolidating programs, the city and other providers can decrease costs and the 
amount of scheduling confl icts between the different programs. 
 
A crucial link to program participation is accessibility.  As the population ages, demand for transportation 
service will increase.  In addition, there is an expanded need for transportation for children involved in after 
school programs.  Many households have either two working parents, or are single parent households and 
cannot get home in time for their children after school. 
 
It is also worth noting that as the population ages; the age group of 65+ is not participating in many senior 
center activities.  The number of senior citizens engaged in daily programs in Dearborn Heights has reduced 
over the years as the “baby-boomers” have retired.  Instead of having stationary programs for senior citizens, 
programming for senior citizens should be more outdoor recreational activity-based rather than in a 
permanent facility. 

7. STATUS REPORT FOR ALL GRANT-ASSISTED PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
The City of Dearborn Heights has received numerous grants from the MDNR for site renovation and 
development for parks and recreation programs and improvements.  The following chart displays the 
recreation grant history for Dearborn Heights. Copies of the Post Completion Self Certifi cation Reports for 
each of the past grants are included in the appendix of this document.
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E. GOALS & OBJECTIVES, RATIONALE, ACTION PROGRAM AND CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS SCHEDULE  

The City of Dearborn Heights offers a high quality of life for its residents including strong neighborhoods, 
convenient shopping, and a variety of community facilities and services.  This Recreation Master Plan will 
ensure preservation of recreational assets into the future and that new opportunities to improve the system 
are explored and implemented. 
 
This fi nal portion of the plan is the culmination of a comprehensive planning analysis of existing community 
conditions.  An assessment of need was developed based on the evaluation of existing parks, recreation 
facilities, and programs.  The fi ndings of this analysis are described in the previous section, the Basis for 
Action Plan, and translated into the recommendations of this section.  The Action Plan provides the following 
components: 
 ▪ Goals and Objectives Framework - This includes the overall goal statement for the plan, followed by more 

specifi c objectives and potential actions that will accomplish the goal. 
 ▪ Park-Specifi c Recommendations - These include a listing of all potential projects for all the city parks.  

These have all been selected because they are consistent with the objectives of the plan. 
 ▪ System-Wide Initiatives - Another important aspect of the planning process involved system-wide 

initiatives in order to accomplish objectives.  These include projects such as programming, ADA upgrades, 
and consistent enhancements. 

 ▪ Five Year Capital Improvement Plan - The fi nal component of the plan is a 5-year outline of prioritized 
projects and their potential funding sources. 

 
This format provides a systematic approach to implementing this plan and ensures that realistic and feasible 
strategies are top priority for the city. 

1. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
In defi ning the action program, the formulation of community goals and objectives for the provision of 
recreation is a vital component.  The goals and objectives represent the purposes for a community’s role in 
providing recreation to its residents as well as outlining the direction that the community’s effort should 
take in the long term.  Goals are the general targets for which a community aims for, while objectives are 
the specifi c steps that can be taken towards that goal.  A recreation plan identifi es those actions that can be 
undertaken to implement the objectives and fulfi ll the community’s goals.The goals and objectives for the 
City in meeting the recreation needs of residents are outlined below.

GOAL 1  
Provide comprehensive community based recreation opportunities that improve the overall quality of 
life for all City of Dearborn Heights area residents.

Objectives:  
The various input received from the community during this planning process has provided many suggestions 
for improvements in our park facilities and recreational programs.  The City of Dearborn Heights will continue 
to use these suggestions to guide their planning for the future.

Potential Actions:
A. Continue to add amenities and support facilities to current City of Dearborn Heights park facilities based 

upon community input and current needs of the community.

B. Provide recreational opportunities for people with disabilities.

C. Insure, where feasible, improvements and upgrades to existing park facilities are handicap accessible.

D. Construct restroom facilities, play areas, ADA parking, picnic facilities and other recreational facilities as 
priority items identifi ed in community workshops.
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E. Promote low impact development practices as well as low water and native planting restoration whenever 
practical especially in the addition of bioswales, rain gardens and stabilization plantings in areas of erosion.

F. Look at options for improving educational and interpretive signage in all the parks including signs for 
persons of various disabilities.

GOAL 2
Promote exisiting park facilities and activites

Objectives:  
Dearborn Heights has recently made major capital improvement changes to all of its city-operated parks.  
With the new equipment in the community, the main objective should be to enhance the existing programs 
and activities currently operated and also to maintain newly obtained equipment.  

Potential Actions:
A. Coordinating with block clubs / volunteer groups to increase park usage and support  (i.e. “Adopt-A-Park 

Program”) 

B. Strengthen collaborations with existing groups and organizations to highlight park events and activities

C. Pursue all available funding resources to promote future site development and recreational programing 

D. Support the development of county and regional park systems to help fulfi ll specialized needs of residents 

Goal 3
Provide quality leisure time activities with special consideration given to improve health and fi tness

Objectives:  
The Community’s recreational facilities and programs offer the community an opportunity to enjoy nature 
and take part in activities that will improve health and fi tness.  The City of Dearborn Heights community 
realizes the importance of providing top quality park facilities and programs and also would like to continue to 
improve the health and fi tness of its residents. 

Potential Actions:
A. Provide both passive and active programming for a variety of ages and abilities of the population.

B. Add recreational facilities based upon recreation trends and input from the community. 

Goal 4
Provide additional non-motorized trails for recreational and transportation use

Objectives:  
Providing the community with trail system which is our “safe highway” across the community connecting our 
schools, parks and the downtown district is a high priority in our community.   

Potential Actions:
A. Create an accessible trail system in the City of Dearborn Heights area with a focus on continuing to 

connect our existing parks, neighbors and destination points.

B. Connect a future City of Dearborn Heights’s trail system to neighboring communities.

C. Explore cooperative effort with the surrounding communities to promote, manage, oversee, plan and seek 
joint funding for trails in the regional area and to avoid duplication of efforts and to enhance the connect-
ability of the trails and ensure the best regional outcomes.

D. Develop system of wayfi nding signage to aid users in navigating and utilizing park facilities
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GOAL 5
Provide recreation opportunities that focus and take advantage of City of Dearborn Heights area water 
resources

Objectives:  
Many residents have commented on the parks in City of Dearborn Heights which utilize the middle and 
lower branches of the Rouge River. This can be very important to local residents as well as those interested in 
visiting the community.  The waterfront recreational opportunities can be seen as an economic development 
tool.

Potential Actions:
A. Develop opportunities with other agencies in our community to educate our residents about our local 

natural resources.

B. Enhance access, viewing, picnicking, walking, fi shing, canoeing and kayaking opportunities along the 
middle and lower branches of the Rouge River.

C. Enhance and expand our use of our natural resources for festivals and special events.

D. Promote stormwater run-off quality control measures to improve water habitat for fi sh.

E. Improve ADA accessibility to all the parks with the addition of ADA accessible pathways and restroom 
facilities where appropriate.

F. Explore options for camera surveillance system to reduce vandalism and improve safety. 

Goal 6
Acquire and retain Public land for future generations

Objectives:  
As the City of Dearborn Heights community continues to grow and more land is developed, our local offi cials 
need to be conscious of the need for acquiring additional park land as it becomes available.

Potential Actions:
A. Retain existing parkland and acquire new public lands to meet the future recreational needs of the 

community.

B. Preserve and protect open space, wetlands, fl oodplains, steep slopes, woodlands, environmental quality 
and other important natural features in the City of Dearborn Heights area.  

C. Preserve and protect important agricultural lands.

D. Develop programs for evaluating future land acquisition. 

E. Preserve fl oodplains and wetlands for recreation purposes whenever possible.

F. Acquire property adjacent to existing park properties whenever possible to allow for the greatest fl exibility 
and offer economy of sharing infrastructure when expanding or adding recreation activities to existing 
dedicated parklands.

G. There are vacant areas in Dearborn Heights where the potential for redevelopment for neighborhood 
parks could be explored.  Requests would have to be submitted to the planning commission for further 
view and acquisition. 

H. Coordinate with Wayne County on potential addition of McMillian Street parcel into city-park 
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GOAL 7
Create community awareness of City of Dearborn Heights recreational opportunities and promote them 
to our local citizens as well as to visitors of the community

Objectives:  
Make residents and visitors aware of all the parks that were available in our local community.  

Potential Actions:
A. Develop additional print and web based media to describe existing recreational opportunities available to 

the residents of our service area. 

B. Develop additional print and web based media to describe and highlight our existing park facilities.

Goal 8
Develop a system of park facilties that promote four season use

Objectives:  
Provide residents with opportunities for recreation that provide multiple seasons of use within the City and 
the respective park facilities.

Potential Actions:
A. Construct compatible yet diverse uses within the parks that promote spring, summer, fall and winter uses

B. Explore options for all-season facilities such as warming shelters and restrooms in the parks as appropriate

C. Explore options for recreational programs with the area schools.

Goal 9
Continue the improvement and development of universal design concepts at any and all city park 
locations in accordance a specifi c park’s development master plan

Objectives:  
Develop new and expanded facilities and programs at the park including new restrooms, picnic facilities, 
paved parking, walking paths, new play equipment and lighting.

Potential Actions:
A. Provide for improved restroom facilities at all the parks as necessary.

B. Provide for universally accessible play areas, picnic facilities and shelters where appropriate.

C. Provide for paved parking areas and trails to provide barrier-free access to all areas.

D. Provide additional non-motorized trails to better connect community destinations and areas.

E. Improve signage for any visually or physically impaired park users. This would include displays with audio 
features offered by QR codes that can be accessed by mobile phones and tablets. 
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Goal 10
To enhance the quality of life in the city by providing multi-generational, fully accessible and safe 
recreational facilities that are responsive to the needs of all residents with high quality recreational 
facilities that effi ciently utilize available resources as well as  Continue to modify programs and facility 
development to adjust to the changing demographics and age population of the community

Objectives:  
As the community demographics and trends continue to change, it would be highly recommended that 
Dearborn Heights remain committed to providing the recreational activities that would benefi t the entire 
community.  Plans should begin to be discussed for the potential expansion of programs and facilities to 
accommodate the changing demographics and interests of residents in Dearborn Heights.

Potential Actions:   
A. Develop a variety of recreational facilities that refl ect the changing and diverse needs of the City residents.

B. Improve existing recreational facilities to more effectively fulfi ll the needs of City residents and to 
encourage regular use of these facilities.

C. Develop certain recreational facilities as identifi ed by the survey and needs assessment and establish 
priorities for their development.

D. Utilize design, construction, and maintenance practices that maximize the benefi ts provided for the 
resources expended.

E. New community center for Dearborn Heights
 
F. Plan improvements that offer both active and passive recreation opportunities. 

G. Develop unique recreational opportunities for elderly and physically challenged citizens. Every recreational 
opportunity should be fully accessible to all individuals whenever possible.

H. Provide play areas that are in conformance with the “Playground Equipment Safety Act”.

Goal 11
Create new partnerships and collaboration

Objectives:  
As Michigan continues to struggle it is important to take advantage of collaborations and partnerships as a 
cost effective way to offer recreational programs in the community.  

Potential Actions:   
A. Coordinate existing recreational projects and programs with the 5 area school districts, City of the 

Dearborn, Redford Charter Township, Livonia, Garden City, Inkster, Taylor, Allen Park, Warrendale, Wayne 
County, MDOT, and volunteer groups and look for ways to utilize existing facilities as well as expanding 
recreational programs as new facilities are developed.

B. Encourage the cooperation and participation of adjacent communities in reviewing recreational resources 
to avoid duplication of facilities and services and look for opportunities to share maintenance in an effort 
to combine resources.

C. Utilize public and private sector cooperation in the promotion of recreation and the improvement of 
recreational opportunities.

D. Encourage the participation of volunteers in the development of recreational facilities.
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Goal 12
To provide recreational opportunities that preserve and protect the natural and historical features 
within the City

Potential Actions:   
A. Identify and inventory those natural and historical features that refl ect the unique character of the City.

B. Minimize the impact of recreational activities on the integrity of the City’s natural and historical resources.

C. Take advantage of the middle and lower branches of the Rouge River for recreational development and 
preservation.

D. Purchase waterfront or green space properties as opportunities arise.

Goal 13
Improve safety and security in parks and facilities 

Objectives:  
Dearborn Heights Parks and Recreation Department has done a wonderful job providing increased lighting in 
all of its park facilities.  The use of exterior light is a key deterrent to crime and illegal activity in certain areas.  

Potential Actions:   
A. Stronger police enforcement at all park facilities 

B. Continue upgrades to certain lighting to LED technology.  

C. Replace, remove or maintain playground equipment 

D. Renovate/Replace tennis courts 

E. Continue to ensure ADA compliance with all upgraded and renovated park facilities

Goal 14
To continually improve the quality of and the opportunities for recreation in the City by reassessing 
community recreation needs, trends, and characteristics. 

Potential Actions:   
A. Periodically update this Recreation Plan.

B. Develop an expanded survey to ensure public needs and desires in areas of parks & recreation.

C. Expand and develop community park advocates through the ongoing efforts the existing parks & 
recreation advisory board.

D. Provide opportunities for the involvement of City residents in the identifi cation, selection, and 
development of recreational facilities.

E. Monitor the effectiveness of the City’s efforts in fulfi lling identifi ed goals and objectives by providing 
opportunities for City residents to evaluate the progress of recreational development.

F. Monitor the effectiveness of the City’s efforts in providing fully accessible opportunities for City residents.

G. Facilitate regular meetings of a Park & Recreation Advisory Committee. 
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2. RATIONALE & RECOMMENDED ACTIONS
A variety of factors, including community characteristics, population trends, existing recreation facilities, 
and identifi ed recreation needs, contribute to the formulation of specifi c recommendations for plan 
implementation.   These recommended actions represent a strategy for effectively closing the gap between 
existing recreation opportunities and recreation needs.  A general statement can be made that all of the 
properties currently operated as park facilities in the City should strive to have basic facilities such as paved 
parking areas, paved walks and restroom facilities. 

Park Specifi c Recommendations 
As a developed community, every park site is extremely important to the overall system.  This planning 
process involved a discussion of ideas for every park in the system.  Based on workshops, public surveys, City 
Council and City staff input, the following is a prioritization of park specifi c improvements in 2022-2026. This 
section provides a listing of all project ideas and concepts.

Parkland Park 
Parkland Park is a unique urban park that includes an important balance of active recreation opportunities 
and preserved open space.  The city recently renewed a 99 year lease with the Wayne County Parks and 
Recreation Department to operate the park.  The atmosphere of the park offers a natural ‘retreat’ for residents 
within the city limits.  It is important to maintain this balance in the future; however, some enhancements and 
improvements are needed.  Currently the park is open only during the spring and summer months, which 
limits the enjoyment by residents.  Future improvements are intended to promote long-term, year-round use 
and operations of the park. 
 ▪ Redesign the hill and add lighting for multi-purpose use, including sledding in the winter.
 ▪ Renovate “Section B Restroom” facilities 
 ▪ Install heating unit to concession stand building for winter use 
 ▪ Pave the parking lot and driveway to improve maintenance, but limit the extent of the pavement so that it 

does not damage or impose on the site’s natural features 
 ▪ Install two sand volleyball courts near the other active recreation areas for additional summer activities 
 ▪ Additional programs and promotions to highlight the park 
 ▪ Renovate “Section B” soccerfi elds
 ▪ Explore options addtion of frisbee golf 

 
Central Park, Canfi eld Community Center and Canfi eld Ice Arena 
This recreation area is extremely active and generally built-out.  The city is cautious to ‘over-build’ parks 
because it detracts from the enjoyment and open space offered.  Future improvements should focus on 
improving existing facilities. 
 ▪ Demolish the existing Recreation Center and construct a new center that accommodates a variety of 

indoor recreation facilities such as classroom space, an indoor aquatic center, fi tness center, gymnasium, 
locker rooms/restrooms, theater, and banquet center with kitchen for civic events and rentals 

 ▪ Continue exterior renovations of the Ice Arena on the three sides that have not yet been upgraded 
 ▪ Install separate ADA play structures for ages 5 and under 
 ▪ Install a paved trail way/walking path throughout the site to provide ADA accessibility to all activity areas 
 ▪ Install baseball/softball batting cages 
 ▪ Develop pavilion area for picnic use by play structure 
 ▪ Reducing bocce ball courts from 5 courts to 2  

Van Houten Park 
Van Houten Park is located at an important focal point for the community.  Similar to Central Park, it is 
important to limit development in order to protect open space and its aesthetic quality. 
 ▪ Continue to maintain existing community-build play structure 
 ▪ Resurface parking area with porous paving and add rain gardens to reduce water run-off
 ▪ Resurface existing splash pad with safety surface material.
 ▪ Look at conversion of existing ballfi eld to bark park with separate areas for small, medium and large dogs.
 ▪ Replace existing play structure with separate ADA play structures for ages 6-12 and 5 and under. 
 ▪ Playground area should also explore music node component. 
 ▪ Evaluate addition of outdoor exercise/fi tness area
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Swapka-Powers Park & Richard A. Young Recreation Center 
Located on the south side of the city, this park offers a variety of recreation opportunities and is a gathering 
place for many residents.  Improvements should focus on offering diverse facilities. 
 ▪ Install separate ADA play structures for ages 6-12 and ages 5 and under 
 ▪ Install baseball/softball batting cage 
 ▪ Install fencing or other type of safety barrier between the play area and the creek 
 ▪ Replace the four existing tennis courts with combination of pickleball and tennis courts
 ▪ Acquire two parcels on Powers Street to allow site area for developing a splash pad facility at the north side 

of the Recreation Center 

Berwyn Park & Senior Center 
Berwyn Park and Senior Center is a neighborhood park and therefore, should continue to have facilities that 
are compatible with that category.  Some minor improvements are suggested to enhance its benefi t to the 
neighborhood. 
 ▪ Install a paved walking path 
 ▪ Install separate ADA play structures for ages 6-12 and ages 5 and under 

 
Daly Park 
Daly Park is a classic neighborhood park because it is designed as a ‘central park’ with road frontage on three 
sides and homes facing or adjoining it on all sides.  It is a focal point for this neighborhood.  Similar to Berwyn 
Park, use of the site must be limited so that it remains compatible with the neighborhood. 
 ▪ Replace existing lighting with new LED lighting system 

 
Heather Lane Park 
As a neighborhood park, use of Heather Lane Park should remain low intensity.  Currently, there are limited 
facilities and therefore the park is not often used.  Future improvements should focus on maximizing its 
potential and creating an important neighborhood asset. 
 ▪ Install separate ADA play structures ages 5 and under 
 ▪ Replace the two tennis and basketball courts 
 ▪ Increase shade with additional trees around playscape. 

Kinloch Park 
As a neighborhood park, use of Kinloch Park should remain low intensity.  Future improvements should focus 
on maximizing its potential and creating an important neighborhood asset. 
 ▪ Install an ADA play structure for ages 5 and under 
 ▪ Install additional LED lighting 

Weddel Park 
Weddel Park currently offers important neighborhood park facilities including play equipment and open play 
areas. 
 ▪ Expand playground equipment to include other structures (i.e. teeter totter, merry-go-round) 
 ▪ Replace existing play structure with separate ADA play structures for ages 6-12 and 5 and under 

Warren Valley Golf Course
Warren Valley Golf Course currently offers golf leagues,  outings, weddings, and banquets
 ▪ Evaluate existing parking areas for outdoor music event space, music pavilion, walking paths and utilities 

to service music events
 ▪ Replace existing play structure with separate ADA play structures for ages 6-12 and 5 and under
 ▪ Evaluate addition of outdoor exercise/fi tness area

System-Wide Initiatives
Upgrades and improvements to current park and recreation facilities and services are high priorities to ensure 
their long-term viability and to meet the goals and guidelines of this plan.  This section contains specifi c 
initiatives for the city to complete, based on the goal and objectives of the plan.
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Facilities - the current buildings continue their usage by residents in the community, it will become extremely 
imperative to continue to support and provide renovations to buildings as they continue in their current 
operations. Buildings such as the Eton Senior Center are an active facility that is currently leased from the 
schools for senior programs and events. While the center continues to be used for senior programs, the 
city should continue to make necessary building improvements to keep it updated and desirable for use. 
Proposed renovations to the Eton Center include a new roof and various other renovations to modernize and 
update the facility for use. 

Park Promotion - A common issue for parks and recreation departments is that residents are not aware 
of all the city’s facilities.  However, in Dearborn Heights they have developed a thorough and informative 
brochure to communicate to resident’s leisure and recreational activities occurring throughout the Parks and 
Recreation Department.  With the increase in technology, it would be ideal to begin distributing information 
about parks programs and promotion via social media outlets (i.e. Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) to raise 
awareness of the parks and additional programs.  Other ideas to highlight promotion of parks include: 
 ▪ Advertise and highlight parks through the local newspaper and public-access television 
 ▪ Continue to portray parks as fun, attractive and accessible places for people to be active 
 ▪ Host civic events and programs at different parks to increase exposure for residents 

 
Community Involvement/Fund Raising - To assist with covering costs of park improvements and to increase 
community involvement in the parks and recreation system, the city should develop a process to involve 
residents in the planning of recreation facilities within their neighborhoods.  Community involvement is a 
critical component of recreational planning, including continued neighborhood support through adopt-
apark beautifi cation programs and neighborhood watch associations to facilitate a feeling of ownership by 
adjacent residents.  Outreach to the business community and service organizations is also encouraged for 
park sponsorships and assistance.  Through community involvement, fundraising can be accomplished by the 
volunteer groups that support the parks and recreation department. 

Barrier Free Accessibility - The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has established guidelines to provide 
barrier-free accessibility at parks.  It is important to have access to these facilities so that disabled residents 
can enjoy the parks in a safe manner.  The city has already made great strides in providing barrier-free 
facilities including paved pathways and accessible play structures.  As each park is improved, these efforts 
should continue to improve barrier-free accessibility.  Improvements include proper surfaces for wheelchairs, 
accessible picnic tables, and play equipment that is accessible for use. 

.Design Improvements - The city continues to strive to offer a diverse park system, offering active fi elds for 
organized recreation play equipment and open space for informal activities, facilities for family events, passive 
trail systems and preserved natural features.  It is also important to unify the parks so that residents are aware 
that the facilities are part of the city’s system.  This will facilitate greater appreciation and respect for the city’s 
resources and efforts.  This can be accomplished by a uniform set of enhancements that symbolize Dearborn 
Heights parks and should be applied throughout the park system as each individual park is upgraded: 
 ▪ Select uniform park signs, benches, picnic tables, drinking fountains, waste receptacles, and bike racks 
 ▪ Replace any existing chain link fences where needed 
 ▪ Install permanent picnic tables wherever practical that eliminates the potential for theft 
 ▪ Develop a landscaping plan for all city parks (provide additional shade trees) 
 ▪ Promote installation of decorative accent lighting where it will improve safety at the parks 

Safety - The city needs to continue to be cognizant of safety issues at city parks in order to maintain the 
desirability of all facilities.  Police enforcement and surveillance in neighborhood parks is absolutely essential 
to prevent park facilities from becoming havens for crime.  Neighborhood groups and the parks and 
recreation staff should continue to work with the police department to develop strategies for responding 
to specifi c problems at each park.  Residents that live near parks can assist through park monitoring and 
maintenance programs, because they are more readily exposed to the parks.  In new park design, the city 
should utilize ‘Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design’ techniques to reduce incidence and fear 
of crime by reducing separation between parks and other public areas, providing natural barriers around/
between non-compatible activities, providing lighting where appropriate, and situating gathering areas in 
locations with natural surveillance and access control. 
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Programming - The city should continue to offer high-quality recreation programs and events for its residents 
and should be looking for ways to improve programming.  Specifi cally, the city should focus on the following 
programming upgrades:

 ▪ Facilitate discussion between the city, school districts, and volunteer organizations in order to reduce 
duplication of services 

 ▪ Develop a consolidated calendar of activities for the city, school districts, and volunteer organizations 
 ▪ Monitor recreation programs to ensure they meet the desires of residents and current demographic 

projections 
 ▪ Evaluate programming fees to create a balance between covering city costs while maintaining 

affordability for area residents 
 ▪ Keep abreast of the latest trends and preferences in recreation as well as local desires 
 ▪ Expand the variety of leisure programs, not just athletic programs, in order to meet different interests and 

skills 
 ▪ Introduce more multi-generational events into future programming 
 ▪ Expand programming specifi cally for single 

adults in order to respond the national trend 
of increased single headed households 

 ▪ Pursue joint partnerships H.Y.P.E Athletics, 
Wayne County Recreation Department and 
various organizations surrounding Dearborn 
Heights 

Land Acquisition 
Although it is an established priority to maximize 
use of existing facilities, the city should continue 
to explore opportunities for land acquisition in 
order to meet future demands for parkland.  This 
can be accomplished in many different ways.  The 
city can develop a private/public partnership with 
landowners to share use of a facility or promote 
the re-use of buildings no longer operating.  
Cooperation with schools, churches, and other 
civic organizations may present opportunities for 
land donation, provided favorable arrangements 
are made such as the city completing the 
improvements or maintaining the facilities. 

More specifi c ideas discussed during this process 
include: 
 ▪ Transfer ownership of county owned land at 

end of McMillan Street and develop with an 
ADA play structures for ages 6-12 and ages 5 
and under at McMillan Street Park 

 ▪ Explore opportunities for parkland at obsolete 
sites in need of re-use or re-development 

 ▪ Explore opportunities for park land in 
Neighborhoods One and Five to meet the 
needs of these underserved areas 
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3. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULES 
The following recommendation and capital improvement schedules outline and assign relative priorities to 
activities and projects that can be implemented in both the short-term and long-range future to improve 
recreational opportunities in the City.  Those activities and projects that can be undertaken during the fi ve-
year planning period (2022-2026) have been summarized in a Capital Improvement Program Schedule 
for years 1 thru 5. This schedule includes basic cost estimates as well as possible funding sources for each 
suggested project. 

*The following Capital Improvement Schedules are intended to be a guide for the City of Dearborn Heights 
offi cials on all future recreational and parks projects within the City. It is an advisory snapshot to serve as a 
starting point for engineering studies, cost analysis, and to help engage public involvement. It is not intended 
a rigid by the numbers list, but to be fl uid to take advantage of unique opportunities that may arise and 
require the above schedule and dollar amounts to be amended.  It is dependent on fi nancial feasibility (tax 
payer capacity) of projects, local available funds and the necessity of successfully obtaining grant funding to 
aid in development of the CIP.   
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4. FINANCING MECHANISMS
The following paragraphs briefl y outline existing sources of funds for fi nancing the future recreational 
improvements in the City.

1. General Funds
The City’s general fund has been the primary source of funds for operating and maintaining its current 
facilities.  Future site improvements, acquisition, and development will remain dependent on these tax-
supported funds, as will the continued operation and maintenance of these facilities.  Consequently, 
recreation planning has to be coordinated with the yearly budgeting process for the City’s general funds.

2. Donations and Gifts
The availability of donated land, labor, equipment, and funds from individuals and organizations is an 
attractive and effective way to improve recreational opportunities in The City.  Over the past few years, several 
groups and individuals have contributed signifi cantly.  Such support should be encouraged to continue.

3. Multi-jurisdictional Funding
One of the primary goals of establishing a trail authority comprised of adjacent communities would be to 
establish a joint source of funding for acquisition, development and maintenance of multi-jurisdictional 
trail projects. It is too premature to discuss levels or formulas for fi nancial participation/contribution, but 
by forming such a coalition, the individual units of government will collectively be in a stronger position in 
seeking future matching grants than if pursuing projects individually.   

4. Non-local Financial Assistance
Many communities seek outside sources of funds to supplement their local sources when providing 
recreational improvements.  There are several programs administered by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) that can provide some fi nancial assistance to local recreation projects.  Funding amounts 
available to communities vary from year to year depending on Federal support and State legislative agendas. 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) is a competitive grant program administered by the 
Michigan Department of Transportation that funds projects such as nonmotorized paths, streetscapes, and 
historic preservation of transportation facilities that enhance Michigan’s intermodal transportation system 
and provide safe alternative transportation options. These investments support place-based economic 
development by offering transportation choices, promoting walkability and improving the quality of life. The 
program uses Federal Transportation Funds designated by Congress for these types of activities. Some key 
information on the TA program is as follows:
 ▪ Funding with be reduced from the current $23 million a year to $14-16 million a year. Project funding will 

be more competitive than previously with the average per capita award in the $44-50 per person range.
 ▪ Minimum match is still 20% however historic average is 34% and the 2011 average was 44% local match 

to grant. Any project request for over $2,000,000 total project cost must be 50%-50%. The most favorable 
grant request will likely be in the $500,000 range.

 ▪ Regional Trails will still be a priority, as will urban area streetscapes. Museums and historic preservation 
projects will be phased out for funding consideration.

 ▪ Preliminary grant application review with regional staff is encouraged to determine competitive nature of 
project and gather suggestions from TE staff. Project narratives should focus on intermodal transportation 
opportunities as they relate to the larger picture in the community, traffi c calming, improving safety and 
improving water quality through best management practices. 

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) is administered by the MDNR.  The MNRTF program 
utilizes the royalties from oil, gas, and other mineral developments on state-owned lands to help fi nance the 
acquisition and the development of outdoor recreation facilities.  The CMI program is the result of the passage 
of Proposal C of 1998. 

Any unit of government, including school districts, may apply for grants to develop or acquire land(s) for 
public recreation or resource protection purposes. Application forms are available on February 1 of each year.  
The application deadlines are April 1 and September 1, of each year.  The MDNR submits a list of 
recommended projects to the legislature the following January and funds are available after 
legislative appropriation, usually the following fall.
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All local units of government must provide a local match of at least 25 percent of total project costs.  For 
MNRTF development projects, the minimum funding request is $15,000, and the maximum is $300,000.  
Proposals must be for outdoor recreation or resource protection purposes.  Outdoor recreation support 
buildings and other facilities are eligible for development funding, as is the renovation of existing recreation 
facilities.  

All applicants must have a current DNR-approved community recreation plan, documenting the need for 
project proposal.

In addition, any private individual may nominate land for public acquisition under this program.  All 
nominations are reviewed by the MDNR for possible acquisition and the landowner is not required to be the 
person nominating a parcel of land for public acquisition.  Nomination forms are available at any time from 
the DNR Recreation Division, and may be submitted to the Department year round.

The Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) program makes money available to the States 
for land acquisition and development of outdoor recreation facilities.  From 1965 to 1996, the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) received over $100 million in LWCF assistance for more than 1,500 projects, over 
1,100 of which have been grants to local governments. The objective is to provide grants to local units of 
government and to the State to acquire and develop land for outdoor recreation.

Applications are evaluated on established criteria including project need, capability of applicant, and site 
and project quality. At least 50 percent match on either acquisition or development projects is required from 
local government applicants with a $30,000 minimum and $100,000 maximum funding limit. The Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) makes recommendations to the National Park Service (NPS), which 
grants fi nal approval. Criteria are spelled out in the “Recreation Grants Selection Process” booklet given to all 
applicants.

PA 32 of 2010 created the Local Public Recreation Facilities Fund to be used for the development of public 
recreation facilities for local units of government. Money for this fund is derived from the sale of the 
Recreation Passport which replaces the resident Motor Vehicle Permit (MVP) — or window sticker — for state 
park entrance. The passport will be required for entry to state parks, recreation areas and boating access sites. 
Ten percent of remaining revenue will be used to fund the Recreation Passport local grant program. A 25% 
minimum local match is required for the Passport grant program with a maximum grant amount of $150,000 
and a minimum of $7,500.

The grant program may only be used for local development projects. The program is focused on renovating 
and improving existing parks, but the development of new parks is eligible. In addition, projects must fulfi ll 
the following requirements in order to be eligible: 

 ▪ Current annual capital improvement plan (CIP) – plan must include the proposed project. If your 
community does not have a CIP, you must have a current approved recreation plan on fi le with the DNR.

Organizations with an interest in developing fi shing conditions in their areas may be able to get fi nancial 
assistance from a program established through the State Game and Fish Protection Fund.

This fi shing development grant is offered through the MDNR and can be as much as $200,000 annually, 
in cash or in-kind services.  Projects eligible for funding include: culvert modifi cations for improved stream 
fl ow; livestock or sheet erosion control projects; the development of spawning riffl es, fi sh cover structures, or 
spawning reefs; and the construction of fi shing piers and rough fi sh barriers.

The MDNR accepts grant proposals from organized fi shing groups and local units of government.  In all cases, 
projects are able to approach other sources such as the federal government for additional matching funds.

The Historic Preservation Grant Program is administered by the Department of State with funds made 
available through the National Park Service of the Department of Interior.  The intent of the program is to 
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conduct surveys of architectural, engineering, archaeological, and historic resources, to identify and nominate 
eligible properties to the National Register of Historic Places, and to plan for the protection of those cultural/
recreational resources. 

The funds for this program are apportioned by the National Park Service directly to the State, which, in turn, 
allocates funds on a project-by-project basis to local governments, organization, and individuals.

In Michigan the Historic Preservation Grant program is administered by the Michigan Department of State.  
The amount of assistance is up to 50% of the project expenses.  Grantees are reimbursed at the completion of 
the project for work done within the days of a contract between the Department of State and the grantee.   
EXPENSES INCURRED PRIOR TO THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT ARE NOT ALLOWABLE PROJECT COSTS 
AND WILL NOT BE REIMBURSED.

The Inland Fisheries Grant Program offers grants up to $30,000 for projects that enhance the state’s aquatic 
resources.  This program may be applicable to the scenic overlook fi shing platforms and educational kiosks.

The City’s committed to review all available funding sources and prepare the necessary plans, reports, cost 
estimates, and funding applications, to achieve the goals of this recreation plan.

Waterways Program Grants are funded through the Michigan State Waterways Fund from state marine fuel 
tax and water craft registrations. By law, administration of the Waterways Program is through the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and overseen by the Department’s Parks and Recreation Division.

Grants provide funding assistance for design/engineering and construction of public recreational harbor/
marina and boating access site/launch facilities throughout the state. Only local units of government 
(Township, City, township, or county) and public universities are eligible. Applicants may cooperate with 
community/sports organizations in the implementation of projects. On-site investigation by DNR, Parks 
and Recreation Division staff may be required to determine suitability of proposed work. Applicant may also 
be required to document area boating demand. Greater priority may be given to projects for which a local 
applicant documents match capabilities equal to or greater than the percentage of project cost they are 
required to provide. The local match can include in-kind expenses as long as they are well-documented.

Applications, and all required information, must be received by 5:00 p.m, April 1st. If April 1st falls on a weekend, 
the deadline would be the last State working day prior to April 1st. The application review and funding process 
for projects is from April 1st until an appropriation is approved by the Legislature. This can take up to 18 to 24 
months. Notifi cation of approval for engineering and smaller sized construction projects may occur within six 
months after completed application form and proper documentation are received. Funding for construction is 
not released until permits are secured.

5. Millage
In an effort to raise matching funds or fund projects with local money, many community leaders have placed 
ballot proposals before their residents for a dedicated increase in their existing mill property tax to fund 
park maintenance and repair, including care for new parks and newly acquired parks, compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as well as safety and security improvements. Establishment of a Park 
Improvement/Development, Maintenance and Repair Millage will assure that parks and facilities will be 
maintained at the level of quality expected by park users and that new parkland will have adequate amenities.

 


